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Dear congregation, 

 

The decline in strength of the church at large is somewhat connected to the lack of a spirit of prayer, and the      

renewal of the church surely must begin with prayer. As Spurgeon notes, “Brethren, we shall never see much 

change for the better in our churches in general till the prayer meeting occupies a higher place in the esteem of 

Christians.”  

 

The corporate prayer meeting of the church is a wonderful privilege. It furnishes us with an occasion in the middle 

of the week to assemble in the presence of God and plead for His mercy and grace. When we think of the early 

church, perhaps one of the marks that comes to mind is that “they continued steadfastly…in prayers.” (Acts 2:42). 

Just consider how often prayer is mentioned in the book of Acts, and how often it is believers praying together. 

Corporate prayer is a duty, for Jesus instructs us to pray with and for others by teaching us to say “our Father.” 

  

While there may be other occasions to pray with fellow Christians, the official prayer meeting of the congregation 

is surely the most important. We must not consider this duty a burden but rather value being able to “bear one 

another’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2). How often the prayer meeting helps strengthen the individual’s prayer life.          

Additionally, there is power in assembling together, with the same purpose and goal.  

 

Paul particularly exhorts men to give attention to prayer, “I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting 

up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (1 Tim. 2:8). The trend in the wider Protestant church is one of      

declining attendance amongst men, some estimates show that well over 60% of church attenders are female. 

Many factors no doubt contribute to this trend, but it is a word of warning to men that they must take a step      

forward to be a praying people. 

 

“Prayer is the key of Heaven, and faith is the hand that turns it!” (Thomas Watson) 

 

In Christ, 

Stephen 

 

 

 

 

The Gideons Western Isles Branch Annual Rally 

Associated Presbyterian Church, Stornoway 

Friday 7 June at 7.30pm 

Speaker: Rev. Hector Morrison , Principal of Highland Theological College 

 

 

The 18th May marked a new chapter in the history of the Ayr congregation when a ceremony and service was held 

to mark the official opening of their new place of worship.  It was a source of encouragement to see many visitors 

and people who were formally associated with the congregation present. 

The congregation has been renting the property at 7 Lindsay Street, Ayr, since 2014 from South Ayrshire Council.  

 

NEWS & EVENTS 

THE GIDEONS ANNUAL RALLY 

AYR FCC OFFICIAL OPENING 



 

However, in March the Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) bought the premises, known locally as the Bethel 

Mission Hall, from the Council for the exclusive use of the Ayr congregation. 

 

 

On Friday night, the 26th 

April, almost 30 people 

from the Airdrie congrega-

tion as well as friends from 

Glasgow and Stranraer RP 

churches gathered for a 

‘Chile Night’. They video 

called Rev. Marcelo 

Sanchez, the RPCNA church 

planting minister in Chile, 

and Rev. McMillan          

interviewed him about his 

life, the church there in 

Chile, and the country as a 

whole.  

Rev. Sanchez has been a RPCNA church planting minister in Chile for two years now (they just celebrated 

their two year anniversary), and his congregation meets in two places: Batuco, Chile where he lives as well as 

in Santiago, the capital of Chile. Rev. Sanchez shared with us how he became a Christian, how he was called 

into the ministry, and how he became a Reformed Presbyterian, as well as the books that have influenced him 

and some of the lessons he has learned in his ministry. He spoke about the nation of Chile and the apathy to 

the Gospel there. He told us about the congregation there comprised of all ages, and their desire to speak the 

Gospel to their friends, family, and neighbours.  

 

He also spoke of the need for ministers in Chile, and their desire to see young men in the congregation be 

called into the ministry. They are hoping to be organised as a particular congregation and no longer a church 

plant in the autumn. Please continue to keep Rev. Sanchez and the congregation in Chile in your prayers. After 

the video call finished, we then enjoyed a meal and further time of enjoyable conversation with each other. 
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Airdrie RPC 

Aye Free Church (Continuing) 

CHILE NIGHT 



 

 

 

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; .... Heb. 10:25) 

  

In the sanctuary you have the openings of the Gospel treasury: there are the golden candlesticks, which 

bear the burning, shining tapers, whose light and heat diffuse themselves through all within their reach 

who are receptive of them; the gifts and graces, the affections and experiences, of Gospel ministers in their 

communicative exercises.  

  

There God the Father sets and keeps his heart and eye; there the Lord-Redeemer walks by and among his 

commissioned officers and representatives, dispensing warmth and vigour through their ministry to hearts 

presented to him at his altar; there does the Holy Spirit fill heads with knowledge, hearts with grace, and 

all our faculties and Christian principles with vigour. 

  

There mysteries are unfolded, precepts explained and enforced, promises fulfilled, souls improved ... And 

there, through the Angel of the Covenant's moving upon the waters of the sanctuary, are soul-distempers 

and consumptions healed.  And there you are informed, acquainted with, and confirmed in, what may    

instruct you and encourage you. 

  

There all is known, obtained and exercised. There you may fill your mouths with arguments, your lives 

with fruitfulness, your consciences with consolations, and your whole selves with those experiences of    

divine regards to soul concerns.  

  

Keep, then, to these assemblies; that you may duly  know whom, what, why to love; and how to suit       

yourselves, in spirit, speech and practice towards God, yourselves and toward each other.  

        Matthew Sylvester (Puritan Sermons) 

 

 

For all things are for your sakes ... (2 Cor.4:15) 

  

All things are for your sakes. For the sake of believers this world was created -- the sun made to rule the 

day, and the moon to rule the night; every shining star was made for them.  All are kept in being for your 

sakes.  Winds rise and fall, waves roar and are still, seasons resolve, seed-time and harvest, day and night -

- all for your sakes.  "All things are yours." 

  

All events are for your sakes. Kingdoms rise and fall to save God's people. Nations are His rod, His saw and 

axe to hew out a way for the chariot of the everlasting gospel; even as Hiram's hewers in Lebanon and the 

Gibeonite drawers of water were building up the temple of God.   

  

The enemies of the church are only a rod in God's hand. He will do his purpose with them, then break the 

rod in two, and cast it away. 

 

Specially all the providences of believing families are for your sakes. When Christ is dealing with a           

believing family, you say "That is no matter of mine. What have I do do with it?"  Ah, truly if you are of the 

world, you have no part or lot in it!  But if you are Christ's, it is for your sake, to the intent that ye may    
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GLEANINGS BY BILL LUCAS 

CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

GOD’S PROVIDENCE 



KEEP US 
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OLD AGE 

WAIT PATIENTLY 

 

believe. The dealings of Christ with believing families are very instructive, His afflictions and His comforts, His 
way.  

   

O learn to bear one another's burdens, to see more of Christ's hand among you, to the intent that ye may        
believe. 

          Robert Murray M'Cheyne 

 

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? (Psalm 2:1) 

  

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill in Zion. (Psalm 2:6) 

  

The question asked by the Psalmist can be applied to our day. The entire globe has descended into a pit of chaos 

and darkness: socially, morally and politically.  Luke wrote about these days when "men's hearts failing them 

for fear" (Luke 21:26), and indeed these days are upon us.  However, as  saints we can take heart, knowing that 

in the final analysis, God's purposes will be fulfilled and the King this world crucified, will return in power and 

glory, as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

          W.H. Burnett 

 

Keep me throughout this day from all that would grieve your Holy Spirit.  Help me to look not upon the dark 

clouds, but on your rainbow; not on the stormy waters, but on the face of Jesus; not on what you have taken or 

withheld, but of what you have given; not on my fickle and changeful heart, but on your love, which is steadfast 

as the great mountains. 

          F B Meyer 

 

Christ willed them not to fight for Him, but yet to confess Him they were obliged ... "Whosoever therefore shall 

confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father."  (Matt.10:32). 

  

     Samuel Rutherford (The Power of Faith and Prayer) 

 

Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth (Psalm 71:9) 

  

Sometimes we can feel that we have reached our "sell by date."  An age where we get the impression that we are 

of no use  to anyone. That is when the Lord tells us: "Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee 

away.  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God." (Isa. 41: 9 - 10).  "And even to your 

old age I am He; and even to (grey) hairs I will carry you: I have made, and I will bear; even I will carry, and will 

deliver you."  (Isa.46:4).  Continue on and finish well. 

          Ken Gunnell 

 

 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  (Psalm 22:1) 

  

Were God to forsake us, there would be no mystery as to why, but why should He forsake His holy, perfect,    

sinless Son in whom was all his delight?  We know why. It was for you and me.  He took our place on the 

cross.  He was forsaken that we might be forgiven. Have you availed yourself of His forgiveness through faith in 

Him? 

          W. Ross Rainey 

IN THE GARDEN 

KING OF KINGS 
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In the first part of this series, we looked at the historic Scottish covenants which are an important part of        

answering the question of what is the Reformed Presbyterian Church. We concluded that the United Societies 

(the roots of our denomination) stayed out of the Revolutionary Settlement because of the breach of these     

solemn covenants. The Reformed Presbyterian Church maintains its stand “for Christ’s crown and covenant,” 

testifying that both church and state must keep these vows. 

While the historical facts have been examined, it is necessary to look theologically at covenants. We must test 

our long-held views by Scripture lest they be a groundless tradition. 

 

 

William Symington defines a covenant as “a mutual engagement between two parties in which certain            

performances are stipulated on the one hand and certain promises on the other hand.” 

A covenant, like an oath, appeals to God regarding one’s sincerity and is to be taken with a consideration of “the 

weightiness of so solemn an act, and therein to avouch nothing but what he is fully persuaded is the 

truth” (WCF 22.3). Like a vow, a covenant is “made voluntarily, out of faith, and conscience of duty, in way of 

thankfulness for mercy received, or for the obtaining of what we want, whereby we more strictly bind ourselves 

to necessary duties” (WCF 22.6).  

A covenant is an act of religious worship in which the worshipper vows obedience to God, while swearing       

adherence to God’s covenant mercies, as seen in Isaiah 56:6, “Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves 

to the LORD, to serve Him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be His servants – everyone who keeps from 

defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast my covenant.” 

Although any individual may make a personal covenant with God, covenanting may also be a corporate act    

towards God, in which a group of people, taking the Lord as their God, vow to serve Him, taking confidence in 

His unmerited grace and blessing.  

The light of nature shows that such covenanting is appropriate. Think of how after Jonah had been cast into the 

sea, the mariners, previously pagan yet having encountered the judgement and mercy of God, are led to make 

vows, “Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the Lord and took vows.” (Jonah 

1:16). 

It is one thing to say that covenanting is permissible, but is it required by God’s Word? Most definitely! We can 

see this from the commands of God, the example of the saints, and the promises in God’s Word. We will        

consider the first of these in this article. 

 

 

Old Testament Israel was undoubtedly in a covenant with God, which God Himself appointed for Israel and into 

which they voluntarily entered. There were two parties (God and the Israelites). Stipulations were made and 

promises were offered. The Israelites entered into the covenant by joint concurrence which was renewed at vari-

ous points through its history. 

 

Deuteronomy 10:20: You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him, and to Him you shall hold fast, 

and take oaths in His name. 

 

Deuteronomy 29:1: These are the words of the covenant which the LORD commanded Moses to make with the 

children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He made with them in Horeb. 

 

2 Kings 17:38: And the covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget, nor shall you fear other gods. 

 

WHAT IS A COVENANT? 

THE COMMANDS OF GOD’S WORD 

WHAT IS THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH? —PART FOUR 
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2 Chronicles 30:8: Now do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the LORD; and enter 

His sanctuary, which He has sanctified forever, and serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness of His wrath 

may turn away from you. 

 

The covenant made by Israel was both ecclesiastical and national, binding the institutions of church and state. 

This proposition is easily demonstrated by looking at those involved at times of covenant renewal. 

All of you stand today before the LORD your God: your leaders and your tribes and your elders and your       

officers, all the men of Israel, your little ones and your wives – also the stranger who is in your camp...that you 

may enter into covenant with the LORD your God. (Deuteronomy 10:12) 

We make a sure covenant and write it; our leaders, our Levites, and our priests seal it. (Nehemiah 9:38) 

In these two examples the covenant was not made by the church alone. The church was certainly present, but also 

the nation of Israel (or Judah), a body politic. Therefore, covenanting was required of Israel both religiously and 

judicially. 

Some would say that covenanting is a duty for Old Testament times, but now no longer appropriate. Certainly, 

some laws no longer bind in the New Testament age. The ceremonial laws have been fully abrogated because they 

are gloriously fulfilled in Christ (WCF 19.3). The judicial laws were Israel’s constitutional laws and therefore     

expired with Israel. The laws of another country cannot bind our country and vice versa. Yet there are general 

principles of the judicial laws which would be suitable for our nation nowadays (WCF 19.4). The duty of             

covenanting, however, is neither part of the ceremonial nor judicial laws. It is part of the moral law, and therefore 

perpetually binding, indeed even more so under Christ, the Mediatorial King, in the Gospel (WCF 19.5). It is the 

duty of both church and state to submit to Christ by covenanting with Him. 

While some argue that covenanting is not applicable to the New Testament church or to governments today, the 

burden of proof lies with them as they are doing away with a moral obligation. A duty commanded can only be 

abrogated by the same authority. A corporal cannot rescind a sergeant major’s orders. It takes authority to bind 

and it takes authority to loose. Since God ordained the duty of covenanting in the Old Testament, only God can 

abrogate it in the New Testament. Yet He does not. There is no passage that speaks of the impropriety of churches 

or nations covenanting. The command of God continues from Old to New Testament. The New Testament speaks 

of Christ as Head of the Church and King of kings. The expectation for covenanting is surely heightened. We even 

see allusions to covenanting in passages such as Romans 6:13 and 2 Corinthians 8:5. 

Public corporate covenanting is commanded in the Word of God. It is a duty of us today. 

         Rev. Stephen McCollum 



J.G. VOS 

“IS COME” 

“TO SEEK THAT WHICH WAS LOST” 

HAS CHRIST SOUGHT AND  SAVED YOU? 

CHRIST’S COMMISSION  

“TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS LOST 
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“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10) 

Zacchaeus the publican had climbed a tree to see Jesus, and at Jesus’ call he came down from the tree to begin a 

new life as a Christian. Then Jesus was harshly criticized for going to Zacchaeus’ house, to be the guest of “ a 

sinner.” But our Lord answered this criticism by saying that He had come to seek and to save that which was 

lost. 

 

This was the title by which our Lord commonly referred to Himself. The title “ Son of man” is not a mere        

designation of our Saviour’s humanity; such is a very common but erroneous and superficial view of the title “ 

Son of man.” Rather, it designates the divine Messiah, as shown by Daniel 7:13,14, where the Messiah is first 

called “ Son of man” ; the emphasis of this passage in Daniel is not on the humanity of Christ but on His         

exaltation and eternal glory. The title “ Son of man” designates Jesus as the Saviour, who though truly human, 

is truly divine and came from the glory of heaven. 

 

“For the Son of man is come.” This tells us of the Incarnation. Our Saviour came from heaven to earth for a    

specific purpose. He is not a product of this earth; He came from beyond this earth; He is the Lord from heaven. 

Note that Jesus did not merely say “was born,” but specifically “ came.” Other men are born; Jesus came from 

heaven. He came as the Mediator of the Covenant of Grace, to save His people from their sins (Matthew 1:21). 

 

To be “ lost” implies not merely misery and woe, but that man is missing to God. He is lost to God. When man 

fell into sin, God lost man. In the state of sin, man could no longer have communion with God; he could no 

longer fulfil the purpose for which God created man. Man, God’s creature, has become lost to God so that God 

no longer benefits by His possession of man as He did before sin came in. Man is missing to God. Therefore 

man is completely deranged and broken. All the factors of man’s spiritual life and health are broken and out of 

joint.  

 

The first thing the sinner needs is to be sought by the Saviour. Christ must seek the sinner, in order to restore 

him to a right relation to God. Christ sought and found Zacchaeus of old; He is still seeking and finding sinners 

today. Being divine, Christ is the perfect and almighty Seeker of the lost. 

 

As sinners, we need not merely finding, but salvation. We are not merely missing to God; we are on the road to 

hell. The person who is unsaved is on the way to eternal perdition; he is not merely lost; he is under the wrath of 

God; the wrath of God abideth on him (John 3:36). 

But we can be saved from the wrath of God by Jesus Christ, who came to save that which was lost. Christ saves 

sinners by becoming their Substitute. In his sufferings and death on the cross, He suffered the wrath of God as 

the sinner’s Substitute. The righteous judgment of God was visited upon Jesus Christ, so that God can forgive 

and justify the believer in Christ without denying His own perfect justice. (Romans 3:26). 

 

The Christian is a person who was lost but has been sought, found, and 

saved by Jesus Christ, the Son of man who came from heaven to earth to 

seek and to save that which was lost. Is this your personal experience? 

Have you realized that by nature you were a lost sinner, missing to God 

and on the way to hell? Have you been found and saved by Jesus Christ? 

If you have not, repent of your sins and believe on Him immediately. 

Those that come unto Him He will in no wise cast out (John 6:37). 

 

  J.G. Vos 

  Blue Banner, Volume 34 

  January—March 1979  

“THE SON OF MAN” 



HOW TO OVERCOME DISCONTENTMENT 

1. WHAT IS CONTENTMENT? 

(A) IT MAKES US UNFIT FOR SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES 

2. WHAT DAMAGE RESULTS FROM DISCONTENTMENT? 
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In a sinful world it’s natural to be 

discontented with the way that 

things isn’t it? What’s wrong with 

wanting things to be better and how 

they ought to be? But discontent-

ment is more often focussed on our 

personal circumstances and what 

we think we deserve. People can get 

a wrong idea of contentment as 

though it is pretending that things 

are not as they are. But this isn’t 

true contentment. Being spiritually 

content involves a full view of what 

is worst in our situation but still 

submitting to God’s will in it. Why? 

Because we are able to compare   

present realities with greater        

realities in the eternal purpose of 

God for us. Discontentment is far easier than contentment, that’s why we need to be armed against it. 

 

As Andrew Gray notes, the apostle Paul calls contentment in all kinds of circumstances a secret (literally, a   

mystery) which is not easily attained (Philippians 4:11). Previously we have considered why You Will Never Be 

Truly Content Without Godliness. We also need to know how to deal with discontentment when it arises and 

even seek to prevent it from rising. 

 

 

 

 

The whole of time that has been, is or will yet be is only a single moment in comparison to eternity. What is our 

life, but a small part of that moment? Why then should someone anxiously complain about spending a part of a 

moment in enduring the most anxious and sad things that can befall them? What poor advantage is gained by 

discontentment and sorrow? It only renders a person more miserable. Heavenly-mindedness and contentment 

live and die together; they are two sweet companions, that always go together and cannot be divided. 

 

Content literally means all-sufficient.  Thus the words may be attractively rendered in this way, “I have learned 

in every state…to be all-sufficient.  Proverbs 14:14  speaks in a similar way of how a godly man shall be satisfied 

from himself. There is a well-spring of everlasting consolation within the Christian, which makes them endure 

every anxious condition. “I have learned”, indicates the difficulty of attaining this mystery of divine content-

ment. Paul was once ignorant of this but now through the understanding and wisdom of God, he has full 

knowledge of it. “In every state”, indicates that no condition could put him wrong. 

 

Contentment is a sweet and composed frame of spirit in relation to every anxious condition and circumstance 

we encounter. This grace and duty of contentment includes a holy delight and sweet serenity and calmness of 

spirit in every condition, even trials (James 1:2; Romans 5:3). It is clear that the Christian is required to be    

content (1 Timothy 6:8; Hebrews 13:5; James 4:7). 

 

 

 

 

It is impossible for a Christian to praise or pray. Praise requires a composed frame of spirit (Psalm 58:7). In 1 

Timothy 2:8 it is said that right prayer should be without wrath, not having any murmurings in the heart. Dis-

contentment cuts off three ingredients of prayer: love, fervency, and faith. A discontented Christian cannot be 

burning with love but rather jealousy. Neither can a Christian exercise faith, because he has taken up so bad an 

opinion of God, that he cannot rest his confidence nor hope in Him. When people are poring over their present 

condition so much, they can be fervent about nothing except that being changed. It is certain, that nothing cuts 

https://www.reformationscotland.org/2018/07/20/you-will-never-be-truly-content-without-godliness/
https://www.reformationscotland.org/2018/07/20/you-will-never-be-truly-content-without-godliness/
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the neck of prayer so much as discontent. 

 

 

Discontentment makes us altogether unable to resist temptations. It is impossible for a Christian to be a put sin 

to death when discontentment is being exercised. Prevailing sin, pride and all other lusts get great victory over 

such a person. A Christian may lose more by one hour’s discontentment under trials, than he can regain in 

many months. It is no wonder that temptations prevail because such a person is off their guard and their 

strength is gone. 

 

 

Discontentment results in lack of tenderness of spirit. Nothing cuts off spiritual sensitivity so much as             

discontentment. A discontented Christian does not act from the fear or love of the Almighty–the two great   

principles of tenderness of spirit. When they examined themselves they will find that anxiety and bitterness of 

spirit have made their hearts to die as a stone within them. 

 

 

 

When a Christian meets with that which contradicts his preferences, he loses his esteem of everything previous-

ly bestowed on him. Jacob undervalues what he has in this way (Genesis 42:36). Nothing makes a Christian   

disrespect the most precious and excellent things of God more than discontent. 

 

 

 

 

 

Discontent comes from not exercising self-examination much. We are to be still and examine ourselves (Psalm 

4:4). It is the best way to get submission and contentment in any condition. Self-examination has great           

influence on contentment because it considers accurately our own imperfections. Instead of complaining, we 

ask why should we complain (Lamentations 3:39)? Self-examination helps us understand the intention behind 

chastisement and its benefit. It helps us to submit patiently and adore the unsearchable wisdom of God towards 

us rather than fret against it (Proverbs 19:3). 

 

 

 

If we are resolved to bear and submit to any and every trial it has great benefit. When we are chastened we bless 

God because it is not worse with us. Afflictions often take us by surprise and so we faint in the day of adversity 

and prove our strength to be small (Proverbs 24:10). 

 

 

 

Paul had courage and constancy in affliction because he looked to the things that are eternal (2 Corinthians 4:16 

compared with verse 18). Drown the thoughts of your present misery in those precious depths of eternity.      

Behold so much in heaven that it might infinitely console and make up for all your losses here. 

 

 

If we looked to God’s sovereignty and purpose in the trials we face we would be ashamed to dispute and mur-

mur as much as we do. We would rather submit to Him (1 Samuel 3:18; Psalm 39:9; Isaiah 39:8). Do we dare to 

debate with the Almighty or force the supreme and absolute One to account for His ways? 

 

 

 

Serious thoughts of the brevity of our life and of time will deal with discontentment. If someone knew they 

would only endure trials for an hour, or for ten days they might patiently submit. But it is not long before the 

small period of time between eternity past and eternity future will be swallowed up and there will be nothing 

but eternity. 

 

 

 

(B) IT MAKES US OPEN TO TEMPTATION 

(C) IT MAKES US HARDENED 

(D) IT MAKES US UNDERVALUE GOD’S MERCIES 

3. HOW CAN WE OVERCOME DISCONTENTMENT? 

(A) THROUGH SELF-EXAMINATION 

(B) THROUGH RESOLVE  

(C) THROUGH HEAVENLY-MINDEDNESS  

(D) THROUGH LOOKING TO GOD 

(E) THROUGH CONSIDERING THE BREVITY OF TIME 
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Pride is the great predominant evil which brings contention (Proverbs 13:10). It is only by pride that we contend 

with God concerning His dealings with us. It is impossible for a Christian who is not humble to be content. Pride 

is one of the greatest opposites of being content in any condition. 

 

 

 

Discontent involves murmuring and complaining against God. This prevents believing trust in God. It also     

prevents us benefiting from trials. Rather than being sanctified by them and sin being removed, discontentment 

only increases sin. We can overcome the spirit of discontentment as we focus faith on God and eternal realities. 

Contentment is learned through a painful and gradual process of experience and through dependence on God 

and His grace. 

 

    

 

        

             www.ReformationScotland.org 

 

 

 

 

Why study the life of Manasseh who was such a wicked and deplorable man? God, in His great mercy, saved him, 

converted him, and caused him to start a reformation of religion.  

 

Manasseh ought to hold a special place to two 

kinds of people who read the Bible. The first is 

the sinner who thinks they have sins that are 

bigger than Christ is a Savior. They are timid 

to come to the Savior, believing that God 

might not save such a lost person as they are. 

And the second are believers who wonder how 

their sinning after conversion affects their 

standing before God, robbing them of the full 

assurance of faith that they should have in 

Christ.  

 

God worked in the life of one of the most 

wretched people who ever lived, and the nar-

rative in 2 Chronicles 33 shows how a despic-

able heathenish dog can be converted and 

changed by the abundant power of Jesus 

Christ through the Covenant of God’s free 

Grace. As wicked as Manasseh might have 

been, God still reached down from heaven to 

change him, save him, reconcile him, and 

begin reformation not only of his own life, but 

life in the church at large.  

 

Consider that God saved a wretch like Manas-

seh from sin and hell, as abominable as he 

was, and abundantly pardoned him through 

saving grace only found in Jesus Christ. Such 

a truth should give sinners hope and give 

Christians a reason to cultivate a greater 

amount of godly assurance as they walk 

through the journey of this life before the face of God.       

         www.puritanpublications.org 

PURITAN PUBLICATIONS 

(F) THROUGH HUMILITY 
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Dear Children 

Have you started yet to keep a diary?  It is a very useful habit to develop even in your early years.  You may think you will          

remember events in your life when you are older but you will be amazed how easily you forget things and also how much you    

forget.  When you go on special holiday trips you should keep a journal with details of where you went and what you did.  When 

you are old you will enjoy reading about your experiences! 

 

Did you know that God keeps a detailed record of our lives as individuals?  Imagine the size of the record that God would require 

not only for everyone in the world at present but also for every individual since the beginning of time.  Also, imagine having a   

record of every thought, word and deed in the life of each person. Of course, God does not need to keep a written record for He is 

a God who knows everything and is not subject to loss of memory.  

 

In the Book of Revelation and in chapter 20 we are told that the Apostle John saw a vision of the last day, the Day of Judgment, 

when “small and great were standing before God and the books were opened ……….. and the dead were judged out of those things 

which were written in the books, according to their works.”  That is going to be a great day indeed.  The thought of being faced 

with all our thoughts, words and deeds for every day of our lives should really make us careful as to how we live our lives.  We 

may forget things that we have said or done but God doesn’t forget.  He will bring them all to our remembrance. 

 

There is only one way we can be freed from this terrifying thought and that is by trusting in Christ as our Saviour and having our 

sins forgiven.  God then promises: “Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.”  What a blessing that is!  The names of 

those who have had their sins forgiven are entered into another book – the Book of Life.  These, and these alone, are the only ones 

to enter heaven.  Those not found in the Book of Life are cast into the lake of fire as we are told in Revelation chapter 20.  That is 

an awful prospect. 

 

My prayer for each one of you is that you will trust in the Lord Jesus to forgive your sins and that each one of your names will be 

found written in “the Lamb’s Book of Life”.  This is the only way that you can gain entrance to heaven as Jesus said when He was 

on this earth: “I am the Way” and “no one comes to the Father except through Me”. 

 

May that be the eternal portion of each one of you, with my love and prayers. 

Granny M 

Activity:  Fill in the blanks: 

In Joshua chapter 1 and verse 8, God spoke to Joshua after the death of Moses and said:  This book of the ___________  

 

shall not depart out of your _____________; but you shall meditate in it _________ and _____________ that you  

 

may observe to do all that is _________________ in it.  Then God promised him that his way would be  

 

_________________ and he would have _____________  ______________ . 

 

Now look up Malachi chapter 3 and verse 16. 

Those who _____________ the _______________ spoke often to __________  ________________ and God  

 

__________________ and _____________ and He wrote a book of _______________________ for those who 

 

 _______________ the _____________ and __________________ on His name. 


