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Dear readers, 
 
Welcome to a new edition of Good News! I’ve 
been encouraged recently to hear that some 
readers are passing on copies of Good News to 
others once they are finished reading it themselves. 
I trust that you find this edition just as beneficial 
as past editions. Parents, why not encourage your 
children to read the children’s pages and attempt 
the crossword? We hope that there is something in 
Good News for all ages.  

In this edition, we think about marriage, the 
bedrock of society, and how it is currently 
under attack, we consider a right view of God’s 
Law, we interview Rev. Nathan Eshelman (Los 
Angeles RPC) to find out what we can learn 
from church planting endeavours in North 
America, and we take a practical look at what 
the Reformed Church has placed at the centre 
of the worship service – the preaching of God’s 
Word. These topics are important and worthy of 
careful consideration. Additionally, Stephen Steele 
continues his informative account of the life of 
William Symington, which I hope you find to be 
challenging. 

If you do have any feedback on Good News, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Every blessing, 
Stephen 
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Editor – Rev. Stephen McCollum, Stornoway RPCS | Assistant Editor – Scott Maciver | Website – www.rpcscotland.org 
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It is generally acknowledged that in 
most developed countries people 
live in a throwaway society. So much 
so, that there is a growing panic 
about the amount of waste that is 
polluting the seas and clogging up 
the land. What is even worse is that 
the “throwaway” mentality is evident 
in the whole area of morals and of 
relationships. It is not at all unusual for 
people to change “partners” as often 
as they change their clothes! There is 
a lot of talk about people wanting to 
have a ‘stable relationship’ but such 
relationships are seldom seen in 
terms of lifetime commitment. What 
used to be the ‘bedrock’ of society, 
lifelong marriage, has been drastically 
undermined by immorality and ‘easy 

come, easy go’ relationships. That this 
has had a dramatic effect on society 
is illustrated in a speech by the 
Conservative MP Derek Thomas in 
the House of Commons on January 
30th, 2018: 

‘Research shows that unmarried parents 
are six times more likely to break up 
before their first child’s fifth birthday. By 
the time a British teenager is studying 
for their GCSEs, they are three times 
more likely to live with both their birth 
parents if those parents are married. 
Three in five children born to unmarried 
parents experience family breakdown 
before they reach their teenage years. 
In fact, by the time children take their 
GCSEs, nearly all parents—93%—who 

stay together are married. Put simply, 
family stability is found in marriage. Why 
do we continue to ignore that? We know 
that family breakdown causes poverty.’  

However, in spite of a mountain 
of evidence, governments in both 
Holyrood and Westminster continue 
to undermine the institution of 
marriage. The most recent attack 
comes in the form of a response 
published on 9th April 2019  to 
a consultation paper on divorce 
in which the government stated 
its intention to allow what has 
been called ‘no fault divorce’, thus 
following the most frequently used 
procedure in Scotland, the no-fault 
‘do-it-yourself ’ divorce. Put simply, 

Rev. Dr. Tim Donachie
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where there are no children to 
consider, if both partners agree to 
divorce because of the ‘irretrievable 
breakdown’ of the marriage and there 
is no dispute over financial matters, 
they can simply fill in the appropriate 
forms and pay the requisite fee. It 
is only when there are children to 
be considered, or a dispute over 
financial matters, that there is any 
need for court proceedings. 

One of the justifications given for 
introducing a ‘no fault’ divorce given 
by justice secretary David Gauke 
was that “our outdated law creates 
or increases conflict between 
divorcing couples”. He also stated 
that the government would always 
“uphold the institution of marriage”, 
a rather meaningless statement in 
the context of planning for easier and 
quicker divorce! Rather than putting 
resources in place to help couples 
stay together, the government who 
wishes to ‘uphold the institution of 
marriage’ introduces measures to 
make divorce easier! 

Marriage as ordained by God is to be 
a lifelong partnership of love, mutual 
care, concern and support. In the 
words of the old episcopal marriage 
service, ‘for better for worse, for 
richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, to love and to cherish, till 
death us do part’ Such a lifelong 
commitment has certain implications: 

a. Great thought will be given 
beforehand to the consequences 
of living with this other person 
for a lifetime, Marriage will not 
be undertaken on the basis of 
an emotional ‘rush’. 

b. For a believer, the spiritual 
character of any prospective 
partner will be far more 
important than any other 
consideration. 

c. There will be a proper 
understanding of the Biblical 
roles and responsibilities of 
the partners in a marriage 
relationship. 

d. There will be a determination 
to work at the marriage when 
differences or disagreements 
arise. 

e. The marriage will be far more 
important than the wedding. 

It seems that for many people 
there are extensive and 
expensive preparations made 
for the wedding and precious 
few for the marriage! 

The constant attack on marriage 
is another step in the digging up of 
the Biblical foundation upon which 
the United Kingdom was built. The 
definition of marriage has been 
twisted and corrupted from its 
Biblical meaning to include same sex 
unions and the indissolubility of the 

marriage union is being done away 
with by the ever loosening of the 
marriage bond. Sadly, this should not 
take us by surprise, as we have seen 
the decline of Biblical morality and 
of true Christian religion accelerate 
over recent years in homes, churches 
and parliament. For the church and 
the believer, it is a matter that causes 
great anxiety and upset, and the 
feeling that nothing can be done, and 
yet that should not be the attitude 
taken by the faithful child of God! 

When everything appears to be falling 
apart in society, it is important to 
remember two very basic Biblical facts: 

God is sovereign and he is working 
out his divine purpose. 

The believer is a citizen of a far 
greater kingdom than the most 
powerful earthly kingdom. 

It is also true that the believer has 
been called to be ‘salt and light’ 
(Matthew 5:13 – 16) in the midst 
of a dark and unsavoury world and 
this should be seen with regard to 
the marriage relationship as in every 
other area of life. 

a. Christian families should set 
an example of faithfulness, love 
and concern for each other. 
Husbands and wives living out 
the Biblical requirements in 
their treatment of one another, 
and children being brought up 
in the ‘fear and admonition of 
the Lord’. Such families can be a 
powerful witness to neighbours 
and communities. 

b. Children should witness day by 
day what it means for a man 
to love his wife as Christ loved 
the church and for a wife to 
be subject to her own husband 
in the Lord. When children see 
this in their own homes, they are 
much more likely to repeat it in 
their own lives. 

c. The church should ensure that 
teaching on marriage features 
prominently in the ministry, both 
from the pulpit and in Bible study. 
This is particularly important 
with regard to young people. 
It is sadly too often the case 
that young people receive scant 
instruction regarding boy/girl 
relationships and the preparation 
necessary before entering into a 
marriage relationship. 

It is a sad fact that marriages do break 
down for a variety of reasons, but it 
does not help the situation when it 
becomes ever easier to break the 
marriage bond. Instead of trying to 
resolve the difficulties and sort out 
the problems, perhaps with the help 
of a counsellor, couples opt for the 
easier, and perhaps quicker solution 
of divorce.

The constant 
attack on 

marriage is 
another step in 
the digging up 
of the Biblical 
foundation 
upon which the 
United Kingdom 
was built. The 
definition of 
marriage has been 
twisted & corrupted 
from its Biblical 
meaning to include 
same sex unions & 
the indissolubility 
of the marriage 
union is being done 
away with…”
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It is important to recognise that our 
Lord has appointed that preaching 
should be the ordinary means of 
awakening lost sinners, convincing 
them of their need of Christ, and 
of building them up in the faith. “It 
pleased God through the foolishness 
of the message preached to save those 
who believe.” (1 Cor. 1:21). Humanly 
speaking, preaching looks ineffective, 
yet when it is owned of God it is 
powerful. As Jeremiah Burroughs 
says, “Every sermon I come to hear, I 
must expect to be nearer heaven, or 
nearer hell,” for preaching can soften 
or harden hearts. 

While it is easy and profitable for us 
to read homilies from old ministers 
or to listen to a wealth of preaching 
online, we must recognise that 
God’s usual method is for us to sit 
under the preached Word in person, 
submitting ourselves to hearing the 

same pastor each week. Some people 
are church-shoppers, migrating 
around various churches to hear 
different preachers, especially if they 
don’t suppose their regular minister 
is as good. What they fail to grasp is 
that God often uses the cumulative 
impact of sermons more than any 
one particular sermon to change us. 

How should we listen 
profitably to sermons?

1. Preparation 

How we approach anything will 
almost always affect our experience. 
If you come spiritually ready and 
eager to hear you will be more likely 
to leave with benefit than by arriving 
unprepared, just waiting to hear if 
the minister will impress you with 
his remarks. Beware lest our culture 
has made you approach sermons 

as if they are to entertain you. Our 
preparation will involve recognising 
how essential preaching is – as the 
older divines noted, the preached 
word is the Word of God. Proverbs 
8:34 reminds us that “Blessed is the 
man who listens to me.” 

We must come with our petitions, 
asking for a blessing upon the 
minister and all that hear. “Open my 
eyes, that I may see wondrous things 
from Your law” (Psalm 119:18). When 
anyone complains about how little 
they get from their minister, it is often 
because they are neither praying for 
him nor themselves. Remember that 
the preacher is preparing throughout 
the week, so intercede for him each 
day in his studies. 

A third element to our preparation 
is in our hearts. If our hearts are like 
soil, the weeds of sin will start to 

Improving Our Worship 
Part Four – Listening to Sermons

Rev. Stephen McCollum
Stornoway RPCS

Practical
SERIES 
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grow unless we are diligent at keeping 
our hearts. By regularly examining 
ourselves and mortifying sin we are 
getting ready for the Sower to sow 
His precious seed. 

2. Attentive Listening 

The sermon is not a time to switch 
off, to plan the week ahead, or to 
look at what others are wearing to 
church. The sermon is to be heeded 
as the voice of God (1 Thessalonians 
2:13). Try to be attentive to what 
is said. Listen for the main points 
in order to follow the flow of the 
message. Some find it helpful to 
take notes, just remember you need 
not be a stenographer! While you 
may reckon you should be getting 
the minister’s every word written 
down so that you can think more 
about it later, it is better to take just 
a few prompting notes and actually 
heed the Spirit speaking through 
the Scriptures. Mary made a better 
choice than Martha when she sat 
listening at Christ’s feet. 

3. Critical Listening 

A good preacher will show how his 
comments arise out of the Biblical 
text. We must be careful to listen 
for the truth of God, just as the 
Bereans examined the Scriptures 
to check the accuracy of what was 
preached (Acts 17:11). It is crucial 
to realise that “God alone is Lord 
of the conscience,” leaving it free to 
obey His Word and not man-made 
commandments (WCF 20.2). A 
minister may not compel people to 
do what the Word of God does not 
require. Keep your Bible open and 
look when verses in the chapter are 
referenced. 

4. Prayerfully 

It is not enough to pray only before; 
we should pray during and after the 
sermon. I don’t mean that we stop 
listening to pray instead, but rather 
that during the sermon we may make 
short, focused requests for needed 
grace. These entreaties are like 
arrow shots to Heaven and are what 
the older saints called ejaculatory 
prayers. It may be that the minister 
is particularly addressing the 
unconverted – prayer is needed. Or 
the sermon may be searching your 
heart and pointing out transgression 

so that you can’t help but cry out in 
confession. We should also pray after 
the sermon, in a spirit of meditation 
and seeking to hide God’s Word in 
our heart. The seed sown grows 
better if it is watered afterwards. 

5. Obediently 

We are not listening to be impressed 
or entertained, but to hear God’s 
Word and to obey. James reminds 
us of how foolish it is to hear yet 
not do (James 1:22-25). Avoid the 
temptation to conclude that what 
the minister is saying is directed to 
such-and-such a person. Rather have 
the attitude of the disciples in the 
Upper Room – “Is it I?” (Mark 14:19). 

Sometimes the minister speaks 
directly to your situation without 
knowing it. We should see this as the 
leading of the Holy Spirit and obey 
the Lord’s voice. 

Directions for Parents with 
Children 

The sermon can be the hardest part 
of the service for parents because 
they don’t want to distract others. 
The earlier portion has movement 
to keep the children engaged, such as 
the pattern of standing and sitting, or 
opening up Bibles and Psalters, and 
joining in the singing. 

When the sermon comes around it 
is a longer period of quiet which can 
be hard for the younger congregants. 
It is important for parents to see 
that their aim is not simply to have 
a well-behaved child sitting in silence 
– that child could be thinking about 
anything under the sun! The aim is 
to have a child listening and engaging 
with the message. This goal is never 
realised overnight. 

While church is not a picnic, having 
some snacks for your kids is a way 
for them to engage in activity that is 
not distracting them from listening. 
We all know that hungry children 
are difficult! 

Older children can be trained to try 
to write a few notes based on the 
sermon so that they engage with 
what is said. It could be as simple as a 
parent writing one of the points of the 
sermon down for the child to copy 
below it. Eventually, they can learn 
to listen and write for themselves. 
Younger children need a lot of help, 
but they can still be encouraged to 
listen to parts of the sermon. For 
example, while on holiday recently 
the sermon was on Hebrews 6:19. 
In my daughter’s notebook I drew a 
picture of an anchor and then of a 
boat with an anchor. Of course, that’s 
not enough to engage a two-year-old 
for a whole sermon, but it’s a start. 
Edith Shaeffer has a helpful section 
in her book Hidden Art, although it is 
important to remember not to draw 
or encourage our children to draw 
pictures of Jesus. 

Remember also that these notes are 
not merely to keep the child quiet. 
Ask to see their notes after the 
service and talk about the sermon 
during the meal. We may despair 
our child will never learn, but be 
persistent.  You will recall that once 
you were a child but now you can 
listen to sermons. Pray with and for 
your child. 

Sometimes this phase of life for 
parents is difficult as they feel they 
cannot listen to the sermons as 
well as they once did with all the 
distractions. Endeavour to listen for 
a few points for yourself and don’t be 
discouraged.

It is not 
enough to 

pray only before; 
we should pray 
during and after 
the sermon. I don’t 
mean that we 
stop listening to 
pray instead, but 
rather that during 
the sermon we 
may make short, 
focused requests 
for needed grace.”
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In the last issue we considered some 
objections to the fact that God’s law 
still applies today. We saw that there 
are actually different types of law in 
the Bible. Some of these, governing 
sacrifices, food and drink and daily 
life in the Promised Land, were never 
meant to be permanent. There is 
another set of laws, however, which 
apply to all people in all places in 
all ages. They are rooted in the 
character of God himself, have been 
in force since the creation of the 
world and are summarised in the Ten 
Commandments.  

Yet even if we accept all that, it 
would still be possible to get the Ten 
Commandments wrong. Have you 
ever arrived late to the cinema and 
missed the start of a film? Sometimes 
it is fairly easy to pick up what’s going 
on, but other times it isn’t. Maybe 
one big event has taken place at the 

very beginning, and the rest of the 
film shows how people react to it. 
And if you’ve missed that vital part, 
you’ll not realise why people are now 
doing what they’re doing.  

Well the introduction to the Ten 
Commandments (in Exodus 20:1-
2) is a bit like that. If we miss it, 
we’ll get the Ten Commandments 
wrong and misunderstand what they 
are for.  If you’re reading a book, it 
often doesn’t matter if you skip the 
introduction or preface – but we 
can’t skip the introduction to the Ten 
Commandments, because it tells us 
about the God who gave them. 

It has been said that the biggest 
problem with our society is that 
we’re listening to the wrong voices. 
There are so many voices around 
us telling us how we should live. But 
into this confusion, where everyone 

is doing what is right in their own 
eyes, God speaks.  

Did you know that the Ten 
Commandments aren’t actually called 
that in the original language of the Bible? 
Instead, they’re called the ‘Ten Words’. 
Of course, they are commandments 
– they’re not suggestions. But calling 
them the ‘Ten Words’ emphasises 
that they come from a God who 
communicates with us. 

Our God is a God who speaks. And 
that in itself is something to stop and 
think about. That in itself is a sign that 
he’s a God of grace. He doesn’t leave 
us in our mess and confusion. He 
doesn’t leave us to decide what’s right 
and wrong by holding a referendum. 
In love he calls us back to himself. 

We live in a world where people 
are desperate to hear a message 
from beyond this planet. Millions of 

The Law of God: Part Two

SERIES 

Rev. Stephen Steele
Stranraer RPCS
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pounds a year are spent listening in 
hope that we will hear a message 
from somewhere out there. But 
right here in the Bible, in front of our 
noses, we have the words of a loving 
God who speaks into this broken 
world and tells us what his will for us 
is. He gives us the answers to the big 
questions of life. He tells us how we 
his creatures are to live in this world 
that he has given to us. The question 
is – are we listening? 

It is also important to realise that 
the authority with which God 
speaks goes deeper than any human 
authority. Human authority can only 
tell us what to do or not do – but 
God’s authority extends to our 
thoughts and motivations. 

Our justice system aims to put 
murderers in jail. But it’s only 
concerned with the act of murder – 
or at least the attempt. It doesn’t seek 
to intervene if people go through 
life consumed with sheer hatred for 
someone else. As long as they don’t 
say anything too hateful, and don’t 
try and actually murder them, they’re 
obeying the law. 

God’s law is different. Paul says in 
Romans that the law is spiritual – it’s 
not just concerned with outward 
actions. Yes, when we get to Jesus’ 
day, the religious leaders had reduced 
it to outward actions – but it would 
be ridiculous to think that in the Old 
Testament, God wasn’t concerned 
with hate, as long as his people didn’t 
actually murder someone. Or that 
he wasn’t concerned with lust, unless 
people actually committed adultery. 
Or that his command to ‘be holy as 
I am holy’ was only concerned with 
externals. 

We see that inward concern 
even in the Ten Commandments 
themselves. In his reasons for the 
second commandment, in vs 5&6, 
God talks about those who hate 
him and those who love him. In 
other words, he sums people up by 
their heart attitude towards him – 
he was never just concerned with 
outward obedience. In fact, the tenth 
commandment, about not coveting, 
is something that is impossible to 
reduce to an outward action. 

No human authority can tell us not 
to covet. But God can and does, 

because he’s concerned with the 
heart attitude as well as the outward 
action. 

The first part of the introduction to 
the Ten Commandments (Exodus 
20v1) reminds us that these ‘ten 
words’ were spoken to us by God 
himself. The second part (v2) reminds 
us that the Ten Commandments 
were given by a God who has already 
set us free. 

The most common misconception 
about the Ten Commandments is 
that Christians are people who are 
trying to obey them to earn God’s 
favour. People think of them as a ten-
rung ladder which we have to try and 

climb if we want to get to Heaven. 
This is why it is absolutely vital to 
remember that God begins the Ten 
Commandments by saying: ‘I am the 
LORD your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery’.  

The Ten Commandments were first 
given to people who were already in 
a relationship with God. ‘Law’ as we 
think of it today is impersonal – we 
don’t have a personal relationship with 
the lawmakers. God’s law is different. 

And that relationship began before 
the law was given. God didn’t come 
to the people of Israel when they 
were in slavery in Egypt and say: ‘If 
you obey these commandments, 
then I’ll rescue you from slavery’. 

Instead, he rescued them from 
slavery, and then he gave them the 
Ten Commandments! 

That changes everything. God 
doesn’t say ‘Obey these and I will 
be your God’ or ‘Obey these and 
I will love you’. He has already 
demonstrated that he loves us – the 
commandments simply tell us how 
we are to live in response. 

Even as Christians, we can often 
end up thinking ‘If I obey, then God 
will love me’. ‘If I fail him, he’ll stop 
loving me’. But the whole Bible is 
shaped to stop us thinking that 
way. We see it even in this book of 
Exodus. Exodus is divided into two 

parts. And it’s significant that the Ten 
Commandments don’t come until 
Part Two. The first eighteen chapters 
of Exodus are about God’s great 
rescue plan to bring his people out 
of Egypt. And then chapters nineteen 
to the end are about how rescued 
people should live. 

We see the same pattern in the book 
of Ephesians. The first half is all about 
what God has done for us in Christ 
Jesus. The second half is about how we 
are to live in response – and includes 
one of the Ten Commandments 
quoted directly (6:1).

So God redeems us, he gives us his 
law – and as we’ll think about next 
time – he also gives us the ability and 
desire to keep it.

Torah Scroll

The most 
common 
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A modern-day minister, when 
asked for his thoughts on the art of 
preaching, said ‘a thousand sorrows 
teaches a man to preach’. William 
Symington certainly knew about 
sorrow, and the greatest grief of his 
life was the death of his six-year-old 
son in August 1833. 

During the month that marked 
fourteen years since his ordination 
in Stranraer, William and Agnes’s 
fourth child, Robert, was playing in 
the manse garden when a stone pillar 
supporting a sun dial fell on him. 
He suffered an internal injury, and 
despite the efforts of three doctors, 
died within thirty-six hours.  

There are a number of touching 
details associated with the tragic 
event. His mother gently asked him 
a number of questions about his 
faith in Christ and hope for Heaven. 
Doubtless most of them were 
catechism questions he had learnt 
before. But she couldn’t help asking 
him a final question: ‘Would you not 
be sorry to leave us all?’ To which 
he responded by putting his arms 
around her neck and telling her not 
to cry because he was going to be 
with Jesus’.  

Thinking back to the event as a 
widow, nearly 30 years later, Agnes 
charged her youngest son never to 
forget a certain friend because of the 

love he’d shown at the time. The sons 
don’t tell us his full name, but she was 
almost certainly talking about James 
M’Gill. M’Gill was a farmer’s son from 
Portpatrick and had been part of the 
Stranraer congregation as a 13 year-
old when Symington was ordained. 
He had gone on to become a minister 
himself, at Hightae, near Lockerbie. 

Agnes told her youngest son: ‘You 
were an infant six weeks old when 
Robert died. Mr M‘G- had baptized 
you, and was on his way home when 
the tidings overtook him. He turned 
his horse and came back on the 
Saturday evening (Robert had died 
in the morning) and preached on 
the Sabbath. I crept into the vestry 
with you at my breast, and heard him 
preach on “Jesus wept.” Never forget 
Mr M‘G- as long as you live.’ 

For her husband, grief drove him to 
writing – both for himself and for a 
wider audience. Among his papers 
was found a sixteen-page document 
called ‘Memorial of a severe domestic 
bereavement’, where every detail is 
recorded of what the sons describe 
as an ‘overwhelming calamity’. 

His grief also led him to resume 
writing his first book-length 
publication. It was entitled On the 
Atonement and Intercession of Jesus 
Christ and was published in May 1834, 
less than a year after Robert’s death. 
As the title suggests, the book is 
about Jesus’ role as a priest – both in 
the past, as he made atonement for 
our sins on the cross – and in the 
present as he prays for us in Heaven.  

The book was well received, and a 
second edition was published four 
months later. Within two years, the 
book had made its way across the 

William Symington, Part Two       
– Family Man, Author, Public Figure
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Atlantic where it went through four 
editions by 1858.  By the middle of 
the century it had become one of 
the standard works in the field, and 
even as far away as southeast India 
students for the ministry were being 
trained with it as a primary text. 

The preface to the book gives us 
an insight into the challenge of 
writing such a book in a location 
like Stranraer two hundred years 
ago. Symington says that since 
commencing the undertaking he 
had often had occasion to regret 
the remoteness of his situation, 
which was at a distance from those 
stores of learning to which he might 
otherwise have had access. Any time 
he was in Glasgow or Edinburgh he 
found himself spending part of the 
day at bookshops. Occasionally this 
would be supplemented by bundles 
of pamphlets or journals from friends 
in America. 

Any booklover could identify with 
the following tongue in cheek 
paragraph, written in a letter to a 
fellow minister, that he would surely 
have been mortified to think of being 
made public: 

‘The love of books is with me a perfect 
mania. When I see anything particular 
advertised, I immediately conceive a 
wish to have it – I persuade myself 
that really I ought to have it – and 
between the desire to have it and 
the reluctance to pay for it I am on 
the fidgets day and night. Then some 
demon or other whispers, “Your 
credit is good, it is a good while to 
the month of May, before then you 
will have had your purse replenished 
with next half year’s stipend” - the 
temptation succeeds; and off goes a 
post letter for the desired article, all 
objections, financial as well as others, 
being unceremoniously sent about 
their business. In this way I have 
nearly ruined myself - and the worst 
of it is that I am nearly incorrigible. 
Unlike other sinners, misery does 
not lead me to repent – or if I do 
repent, I do not at all events reform. 
Can you tell me what is to become 
of me? The jail I suppose’. 

A second book, and the one for which 
he’s most well-known, followed in 
1839, entitled Messiah the Prince – a 
phrase taken from the book of Daniel. 
If his first book had been about Christ 

as a priest, this one was about Christ 
as a king. It remains the definitive 
articulation of the principles of the 
Covenanting movement. Both of his 
books have been republished in the 
twenty-first century. 

The Covenanters had abandoned 
the state churches and taken to 
the hills because they believed that 
no king, archbishop or any other 
human being could decide how the 
church worshipped – that would be 
a usurpation of the rights of Christ. 
But although they believed in a 
separation of church and state, they 
didn’t believe in a radical separation. 
They believed that it was the duty 
of political leaders to rule according 
to God’s word. In other words, they 
believed in the kingship of Christ in 
the state as well as the church.  

The book was written at a time when 
the doctrine of Christ’s kingship 
over the church was becoming 
particularly relevant. Long running 
grievances in the National Church 
were coming to the boil, and would 
result in the Disruption of 1843, 
when one third of the ministers in 
the Church of Scotland left to form 
the Free Church. 

The key issue which led to 
the Disruption was whether 
congregations had the right to 
choose their own ministers, or if 
they had to submit to the wishes of 
the local landowner – so it was really 
an issue of who gets to call the shots 
in the church. Those who formed the 
Free Church in 1843 saw the debate 
as being about the ‘Crown rights of 
Jesus Christ’. Given this background, 
Symington’s book about the kingship 
of Christ, published four years before 
the key event, was timely to say the 
least. There’s no doubt that the book, 
written in Stranraer at such a key 
time, impacted some of those who 
would lead the new denomination 
out of the Established Church. 

When the momentous day came, 
Symington was there to see it. He 
wrote in his journal: ‘Witnessed the 
Disruption in the Church of Scotland 
– a splendid sight. Worth living a 
century to behold’. 

When asked why he didn’t join the 
Free Church himself, he quoted the 
exchange between the Apostle Paul 

and a Roman tribute in the book of 
Acts. The tribune says: ‘With a great 
sum obtained I this freedom’. Paul 
replies: ‘But I was free born’. In other 
words, Symington was saying he didn’t 
need to join a church free from state 
interference, because his church had 
been free of it from the start. 

It would be wrong, however, to 
see Symington as someone who 
delighted in division. The 19th century 
was the era of great religious and 
philanthropic societies. Symington 
was involved in many of them from 
the beginning, alongside evangelicals 
from other denominations. These 
included Bible Societies, Temperance 
Societies, the Sabbath School 
movement, missionary societies, 
Widow and Orphan societies. 

He preached in many churches 
outside his own denomination. 
Shortly after the formation of 
the Free Church he was asked to 
preach the opening sermon at an 
interdenominational conference 
to mark the bicentenary of the 
Westminster Assembly, where 
the key documents of British and 
American Presbyterianism had been 
drawn up. That sermon, entitled 
‘Love one another’, included a call 
for unity, which led two years later 
to the first meeting of the World 
Evangelical Alliance. 

Symington also took part in many 
public meetings and gatherings 
in Glasgow, often at the city hall, 
on the great issues of the day. He 
spoke in favour of government 
education, Gaelic schools and a 
public female benevolent society – 
and against government support for 
a Roman Catholic training college at 
Maynooth, Sabbath railways and the 
government’s slave trade treaties 
with Spain and Brazil. 

By this time, he was a minister in 
Glasgow, in a building which held 
1000 people. But would the message 
of this descendent of the seventeenth 
century Covenanters still be relevant 
in a booming nineteenth century 
city in the grip of the Industrial 
Revolution?  

It is with an account of Symington’s 
23 years of ministry in Glasgow that 
we will conclude this series next time.  
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began serving on the denominational 
Home Mission Board.

Also, because I was not a graduate 
of RPTS, I did doctoral studies there 
to become more familiar with our 
denominational seminary—naturally 
I did work in church planting, writing 
on the relationship between church 
planting and Christ’s mediatorial 
kingship.  

What are the Biblical 
principles for Reformed, 
Confessional & Presbyterian 
church planting?

You know, in some ways we are 
overthinking things when we consider 
church planting. I have read so many 
books on the topic and much of it is 
American pragmatism. I don’t know 
if there are more principled Scottish 
authors who are thinking about these 
things, but in America, much of the 
church planting material is pragmatic.  

When we think about principles for 
church planting—especially planting 
confessionally Reformed churches—
we really need to look to our 
Standards and draw our principles 
from there. What is preaching in 
relation to building the church? What 
about prayer and the sacraments? I 
believe that our confessional heritage 
has the tools needed for planting 
vibrant churches—we understand 
the ordinary means of grace—it is 
just sometimes I think that we ask 
ourselves if it the ordinary means are 
enough. They really are!

Christ exalting and experiential 
preaching, heart-felt prayers, 
joyful psalmody, and a core group 
committed to fellowship and loving 
one-another goes a long way in 

We interviewed Rev. Nathan 
Eshelman, minister of Los Angeles 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, on 
the topic of church planting. Rev. 
Eshelman serves as president of the 
RPCNA’s Home Mission Board and 
has a heart for church planting. 

Please tell us about yourself & 
how you came to be involved 
in church planting work. 

I am a husband and a father of five. 
I grew up in Western Pennsylvania 
(not in the RPCNA) and came to 
faith at the age of seventeen. There 
were no good churches where 

I grew up—not one Reformed 
church within a 45 minute radius—
and eventually I moved to Grand 
Rapids, MI to attend Calvin College 
(and later Puritan Seminary). While 
in Grand Rapids I was able to be a 
member of the first RPCNA church 
plant in Grand Rapids and learned a 
lot about what to do and what not 
to do in church planting. My heart 
for seeing confessionally Reformed 
churches planted began there.  
After seminary I took a call to Los 
Angeles and seeing the need in our 
presbytery for more churches, I 
became a cheerleader for church 
planting “out west.” Eventually I 
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Current RPCNA Church Plants

church planting. I often refer to this 
as “warm confessionalism.”  

I also would recommend that 
the old Puritan practice of prayer 
meetings for the converting of 
sinners be revived for those serious 
about church planting. I also love to 
promote days of fasting as a means 
for church planting.  

All of these things—ordinary means, 
Christian love, prayer meetings, and 
days of fasting—are deeply rooted 
in our Westminster confessional 
heritage. Many have chosen instead 
to look to experts (many of whom 
are Baptistic and congregational) 
and their how-to books rather than 
looking at the tools our forefathers 
have left us with.  

Are there any practical 
considerations to take into 
account before and during the 
early stages of a church plant? 

Properly discerning whether a new 
location’s core group is able to plant 
a church is very important. Warm 
bodies who want a church is not 
always enough of a reason to go 
ahead with planting. We need to ask 
a lot of why questions: Why do you 
want an RP Church? Why did you 
leave your former congregation? 
Why do you think this location 
will do well as a church plant? Why 
is now the time to move ahead?   
  
Since church plants depend a lot on 
the core group, it is important that 
the group is committed and has 
the collective Christian character 
needed to reach out to the lost, 
love one another, be committed to 
service in Christ’s name, and fulfill 
the “unto one anothers” that we 
see in the New Testament. Church 
plants need a foundation of mature 
Christians and that takes a lot of 
presbytery discernment in the midst 
of the excitement of potentially 
planting a church.  

Are there differences 
between Home Mission 
and Foreign Mission church 
planting? 

Absolutely! Although both mission 
fields ought to have the same end 
result: the glory of God, the fame 

of Christ, and the establishing of 
worshiping congregations (and 
presbyteries), the work looks 
different, it always has.  

Missiologist Ralph Winters provided 
missionaries with a very helpful 
paradigm in thinking about outreach 
and church planting in different 
cultural contexts. This may be 
technical, but hear me out.  

The E-Scale and P-Scale are intended 
to help a church planting organization 
(in our case, a presbytery) to work 
through some of those differences. 
In the E-Scale, we consider how 
different a culture is when presenting 
the gospel and because of that, some 
of the barriers that will exist between 
the preacher and the hearer. 

E-1 is evangelism to a similar 
culture. E-2 evangelism is reaching a 
culture that is similar, but different. 
E-3 is what is called cross-cultural 
evangelism. The P-Scale considers 
the cultural barriers or losses that 
a potential church or believer may 
experience as a result of being 
planted. P-1 are people that may 
need some adjustment to church 
life following conversion, but would 
not be changing cultures to become 
a Christian.  P-2 considers greater 
barriers to belief that must be 
crossed in order to be in the church 
plant: race and culture are usually 
the most obvious. And P-3 is having 
to cross even greater barriers to 
church planting: language barriers, 
cultural barriers, and knowledge of 
understanding of basic Christianity.  

That may all be new to you, but 
I explain it because local church 
planting, or home missions, is 
usually E-1 and P-1 work, so the 
strategy merely includes preaching, 
worshiping, evangelism, and things 
we are comfortable doing in the 
church. E-3 and P-3 work requires 
much more work such as crossing 
language barriers and understanding 
customs, values, and mores that may 
be different than what the church is 
used to. This takes both discerning a 
culture and preaching the gospel.  

Can you share some of your 
experiences, both positive 
and negative, in church 
planting work?

There are many positives that we have 
seen in the RPCNA in church planting. 
We have seen men and women 
saved, which is the most positive, of 
course; but seeing churches planted 
where there was not formerly one is 
a great encouragement. The RPCNA 
has grown by over 30% in the last 
generation and that is primarily 
through the planting of confessionally 
Reformed churches where the 
people love one another.

Negatives would include seeing 
church plants close without enough 
involvement of the presbytery in 
helping them discern the best course 
of action. We have also seen churches 
try to get established too early, when 
they are too small. Sometimes one 
individual can also hijack a church 
plant due to an overly aggressive 
personality. Presbyteries need to 
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reign in those types, or consider 
whether they want them in church 
plants at all! You need to be aware 
of that when church planting. Know 
your core group. 

How would you respond to 
the hindrance of a lack of 
finance, along with a lack 
of manpower, prohibiting 
church planting work? 

Your presbytery and my presbytery 
have a lot in common in that way. We 
have big visions for the gospel, a big 
view of Christ’s desire for his church, 
and small bank accounts. Lack of 
finances is serious concern because it 
costs money to plant churches. Being 
open about that is a good first step. 
There are things that polite company 
does not discuss (at least in America) 
unless you are close friends or family: 
sex, politics, and religion. 

In church-polite-society you don’t 
talk about money, but here’s the fact: 
the kingdom needs money to plant 
churches. That means that we should 
be encouraging some of our youth 
to go into business and finance and 
other vocations that will make a lot 

of money and be reminding them 
from a young age: the kingdom can 
do so much when it is well funded. 
We need to stop being afraid to talk 
about money and what it can bring 
to a presbytery or board that is 
committed to Christ and his Word. 

I would also suggest that the 
presbytery frequently pray together 
and fast towards the end of church 
planting. Our days of prayer and 
fasting as a presbytery have been 
some of the sweetest times of 
fellowship with God all while pleading 
with him to plant churches. 

Finances come. Manpower comes. 
Desire & pleading need to come first.

Is there a forum whereby 
Biblical and practical 
experience can be shared, in 
terms of Reformed church 
planting?  

Well, the Home Mission Board has 
been visiting some of our church 
plants over the past several years 
to further encourage them. This has 
been helpful for us as we continue to 
learn to do this work better. 

I have also sought to network with 
some other church planters and 
other denomination’s leaders that are 
thinking about church planting. Some 
of the church planting leaders from 
other Reformed and Presbyterian 
denominations have been talking 
and sharing notes, so to speak. We 
have yet to put a forum together for 
sharing and networking, but that’s a 
great idea. Maybe we can see that 
established in the next few years.

What advice would you 
offer to the Scottish RP 
Church, given that Scotland 
is now very much a spiritual 
wilderness, with many pulpits 
proclaiming a false gospel?

Don’t be discouraged. Twelve faithful 
men changed the world—turned the 
world upside down—with a message 
of a risen Christ. The Spirit of God 
provided the finances, the changing 
of hearts, the building of relationships 
and networks needed to see the 
church grow in the first century. 
And those twelve men made their 
way to Europe on one side and India 
on the other side with this message 
of a risen Christ. Churches were 
planted. Within a couple of centuries 
Christianity was the established 
religion of the empire. 

Can you imagine? All within 
a couple of hundred years?

Don’t be discouraged. Preach with 
boldness. Be committed to the 
ordinary means of grace, strong 
confessional theology, and loving one 
another. This is the so-called recipe 
for a good church plant. Watch 
what God will do when prayerfully 
these types of churches are planted. 
Scotland will be changed. It will.

Finances 
come. 

Manpower 
comes. Desire & 
pleading need to 
come first.”
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Congregational News

Chile Night

Airdrie 
In April, almost 30 people from the 
Airdrie congregation as well as 
friends from Glasgow and Stranraer 
RP churches gathered for a ‘Chile 
Night’. We video called Rev. Marcelo 
Sanchez, the RPCNA church planting 
minister in Chile, and Rev. McMillan 
interviewed him about his life, 
the church there in Chile, and the 
country as a whole. After the video 
call finished, we then enjoyed a 
meal and further time of enjoyable 
conversation with each other.

In June our Girls’ Group travelled 
over to North Edinburgh to meet 

up with their Girls’ Group. We met 
at Crammond Beach and started 
off with a time of games testing our 
memory skills as well as physical 
skills. Then it was time for supper & 
Caitriona Scott then answered some 
questions about how she became a 
Christian and how that has affected 
her life and some of the things the 
Lord has taught her before we 
headed home.

Glasgow
In Glasgow, we are thankful to see 
a growing congregation and some 
evidence of God’s blessing. We were 
delighted to welcome John and Mary 

Murray into membership in early 
June and to welcome Ian Gillies 
home after the completion of his 
first year in Seminary.

Girls Group

Glasgow Walk
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The Minister has just finished a study 
of Daniel and is mid-way through a 
study on First Corinthians. On 29th 
March, Revs Philip Dunwoody and 
Joel Loughridge spoke about ‘Let 
Them Live’, a pro-life organization 
that seeks to be more overtly gospel 
orientated in its opposition to the 
evil of abortion.

On the 28th May, we were joined by 
friends from Airdrie and Edinburgh 
for an excellent presentation by the 
RP Relief Committee, sharing details 
of relief efforts and building projects 
in needy areas abroad. Many were 
stimulated to think of their own 
possible future involvement. 

On June 22nd, around 25 people took 
part in the annual congregational 
walk from Drymen to Balmaha via 
Conic Hill – some less hardy souls 
took an easier road – followed by a 
meal. Please continue in prayer for 
us as we seek to do so for the other 
congregations of our church.

North Edinburgh 
On Saturday 22nd June, people from 
the North Edinburgh and Airdrie 
congregations met up to distribute 
flyers to homes around the church 
inviting them to the upcoming mission 
services. There were 5,000 flyers to 
hand out, and the North Edinburgh 
congregation had distributed over 
a third of these to the streets and 
schemes where they live beforehand. 
The photo shows some, but not all, 
of those who helped on the day. God 
blessed us with good weather and 
safety, and we were able to get the 
flyers all distributed. A big thank you 
to all who helped! 

On Monday 24th, Tuesday 25th and 
Wednesday 26th June Rev. Peter 

Loughridge preached on the theme 
‘Hope When It Hurts’ from the book 
of Psalms, looking first at ‘Joy for the 
Shamed’ (Psalm 32), then ‘Peace for 
the Stressed’ (Psalm 4), and finally 
‘A Clean Slate for the Guilty’ (Psalm 
51). On the first night the entire 
congregation walked out during the 
sermon, but only due to a fire alarm 
and thankfully all returned for the 
message to be completed! We praise 
God that He brought a number of 
non-Christian family and friends 
each night to hear the gospel. Please 
continue to pray for those who 
heard the Word preached. 

Stornoway 
We are so thankful that the Lord has 
answered our prayers for property. In 
July, we were able to buy a house to be 

a new manse. The house is in a suitable 
location in the town. Our congregation 
has been able to purchase the manse 
with donations and interest-free loans, 
including one generous loan from the 
Mission Committee of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland. Please 
join us in praying that it will be used for 
God’s glory, as a place of fellowship for 
God’s saints and as a base of witness to 
the surrounding community. 

Stranraer 
Earlier this year, the local paper 
in Stranraer got a new editor. 
This was something we were 
fairly apprehensive about, as for 
the past three years Stephen had 
been contributing ‘Thought for the 
Week’ articles as part of a rota with 
other Wigtownshire ministers (the 
majority of whom are not evangelical). 
Our fears were confirmed when 
the new editor axed the column. 
However, Stephen realised that he 
and the editor had a mutual friend, 
who agreed to contact the editor 
on our behalf. We were hoping for 
the column to be reinstated – but 
got something even better! Stephen 
now has a full page (double the word 
count from before) and can write 
whenever he wants. After the first 
article, the editor told our friend 
‘Rev. Steele was very good…and he 
wasn’t afraid to talk about religion’. 
Join us in giving thanks and praying 
God will use these articles! 

Gambia 
Sylvester Konteh has finished his 
first year of studies with RPTS and 
is currently taking two additional 
classes in the summer months (Acts 
and the Pauline Epistles and Covenant 
Theology). In May, Sylvester and the 
congregation welcomed Rev. Gabriel 
Wingfield (Christ RPCNA, Rhode 
Island) along with some visitors from 
the Presbyterian Church of Senegal. 
Rev. Wingfield preached in Brikama 
on the Lord’s Day. 

Finally, Sylvester has begun a monthly 
Pastors’ Fellowship, where he has 
invited pastors to attend and learn 
about the reformed faith. This was 
initiated at the request of a few local 
pastors. Those attending are given 
the opportunity to watch video 
lectures and sermons on the basics 
of the Gospel and the reformed faith. 
Sylvester then opens it up to Q&A 
before the close of the meeting. 
Please pray that this endeavour 
would be blessed of the Lord, so 
that many others in Gambia would 
come to wholeheartedly embrace 
the reformed faith. Leaflet Distribution

Stornoway RP Manse
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Pastors Fellowship

Presbytery News
Presbytery met on the 14th June 
at Glasgow RPC.  In addition to 
regular matters of business and 
policy that were discussed, Mr Ian 
Gillies, one of our students under 
care of Presbytery, took his exams 
and passed.  Greetings were brought 
to the Scottish RP Church from Rev. 
Mark Loughridge, Moderator of the 
RPCI, and Mr David Weir, an elder in 
the RPCNA. 

The Spring special collection for 
supporting Mr Sylvester Konteh in 
The Gambia amounted to £3,011.25. 

Update on North Edinburgh 
and Stranraer 
Presbytery regularly hears reports 
from the congregations of North 
Edinburgh and Stranraer. North 
Edinburgh is a church plant which 
has recently been established as a 
congregation. Stranraer is a long-
established congregation but had 
been without a full-time minister for 
almost 30 years. These congregations 
have been receiving substantial 
support from Presbytery for a 
number of years, both in the form of 
financial aid and interim elders. 

There have been recent encourage-
ments in both congregations. 

North Edinburgh: 
•	 Continued increased attendances 

- averages at the morning and 

evening services in 2018 were 
higher than 2017 

•	 Three baptisms in 2018 and two 
so far in 2019 

•	 Three new communicant 
members in 2018 and two so far 
in 2019 

•	 The commencement of a 
monthly young people’s work 
(called GROW), primarily for 
young people who come to 
church regularly despite having 
no other Christians (or even 
churchgoers) in their families. 
Five young people from the 
congregation attended RP 
summer camps in 2019. 

•	 Non-Christian family and friends 
were present each night of our 
mission services in June to hear 
the gospel 

•	 Faithful ongoing service as 
interim elders by Mr. Sam Bell 
and Mr. George Rodger 

Stranraer: 
•	 New people coming along to 

church 

•	 People returning to church after 
decades not attending 

•	 Opportunities for ministry in the 
community in schools, chaplaincy 
to Stranraer FC and a full-page 
column in the local paper 

•	 A growing sense of body-life 

•	 The refurbishment of the church 
hall and renovations to the 
sanctuary due to the generosity 
of God’s people around the 
world 

•	 The word of God being preached 
in a community of 13,000 people 
with only 1 other evangelical 
church 

While both congregations have 
known God’s blessing in recent 
years, the reality of having a recent 
church plant and the revitalisation 
of an established congregation in a 
small denomination is causing a rapid 
decline in Presbytery’s reserves and, 
at the current rate of growth, is not 
sustainable, even in the medium 
term. The level of support required 
was around £28,000 in 2018 alone 
and is forecast to increase in 2019. 
At the June meeting of Presbytery, 
it was therefore agreed that the 
next special collection be taken up 
in all the congregations in October 
in support of these works, so as to 
enable the extension of the period 
for which funding can continue to 
be provided to these congregations 
as they continue to work and pray 
towards being financially self-
sufficient. 

Further information will be provided 
in each congregation nearer to the 
time. Please be in prayer for God’s 
provision for His work in these places. 

Rev. Gabriel Wingfield (top left)
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Ireland 
During the Synod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, Rev. 
Isaac Berrocal and his family were 
commissioned to be missionaries 
for the gospel to southern Spain. 
He will be supported by Pastor 
Manuel Lopez Franco and EMF, whilst 
remaining under the care of the 
Oversees Section of the RP Mission 
Committee. Isaac’s closing words to 

the Synod were, “Covenanters of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Ireland: Rise up, come with us in 
prayer to Spain... for Christ’s Crown 
and Covenant.” 

France 
After 31 years of ministry, Rev 
Malcolm Ball retired at the start of 
June.  The congregation in Nantes 
had a special meal to mark his years 

of service there.  Please remember 
Rev. Malcolm and Mrs Muriel Ball 
as they return to Northern Ireland 
and settle into life there and for Rev. 
Andrew and Mrs Heather Lytle as 
they continue the work there. 

North America 
The Pacific Coast Presbytery has 
planted a Mandarin speaking RP 
church in West Vancouver, Canada.  

Global News

Rev. Isaac Berrocal Commissioning Rev & Mrs Ball, Rev & Mrs Lytle Mandarin Church Plant in Vancouver
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The RPCNA Synod met in June.  
The Home Mission Board reported 
on the number of church plants 
that are in the denomination. There 
are currently at 104 congregations, 
up from 77 in 2005, most of that 
through church planting. The Global 
Missions Board, along with the 
East Asia Commission, and Central 
and South America Committee 
all reported on church planting in 
various parts of the world (Chile, 
Brazil, Bolivia, Japan, South Sudan, 
along with church plants in more 
sensitive parts of the world that 
cannot be discussed in print). 

Plans are gearing up for the RP 
International Conference in Indiana 
next year. The theme will be 
“Glorifying God in Babylon: Messages 
from the book of Daniel.”  You can 
find out more about it here: https://
rpic2020.org/ 

Japan 
The Kasumigaoka RPC continues to 
be without a pastor.  Please pray that 
the Lord would raise up men to be 
ministers and elders.   

Australia 
The churches here recently had 
their Fellowship Camp at which Rev. 
Andrew Stewart was the speaker, 
and they also have various youth 
camps on during June-August.

Rev. Jason Housewright

RPCNA Synod

This church plant has about 25 
Mandarin speaking believers in it.  
James Zhou, a student of theology, is 
leading the work there.   

The Midwest Presbytery has a small 
group of RPs who are meeting in 

the Houston, Texas area in hopes of 
becoming a church plant.   

Rev. Jason Housewright was installed 
as the minister of Syracuse RP 
Church in the spring. 
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How Should 
I Spend               

My Time?

TEENS

Rev. Peter Loughridge
North Edinburgh RPCS

Jesus told a parable in Matthew 
25: a man was going on a journey 
and entrusted his property to his 
servants. He gave five talents (a talent 
was a sum of money) to one man; 
two to another; and one to another. 
When the master returned, the first 
and second servants had wisely used 
what had been given to them and had 
earned the same amount back. The 
master was, obviously, pleased with 
them. The third servant, however, 
had hidden his money in the ground 
and done nothing with it. The master 
was angry with him and took the 
talent from him, giving it to another 
servant. 

We often call this ‘The Parable of 
the Talents’ and it’s easy to use Jesus’ 
teaching to think about how we use 
our talents (in the sense that we 
use that word today – the gifts and 
abilities that God has given to us). 
But Jesus’ parable is not only about 
our talents. It’s about using for the 
Master anything He entrusts to us – 
and that includes our time. We should 
think of our time (and our money 
and everything else God blesses us 
with) not as something that is our 
own, but something that is entrusted 
to us by our Master. We should want 
to use it well and wisely for Him. 

This means not being wasteful with 
our time. We aren’t expected to read 
our Bibles or pray for 24 hours a day 
(in fact – part of the answer to the 

question ‘How should I spend my 
time?’ is simply ‘By getting on with 
what God has given you to do!’ So 
if you’re studying, honour and serve 
God by studying well. If you have a job, 
honour and serve God by doing that 
job for His glory). Some relaxation, 
some hobbies, some chilling out time 
is needed. But it is helpful to ask 
ourselves – how would our Master, 
Jesus, feel about how we’re using the 
time He has given to us? 

The Bible (and especially the book 
of Proverbs) has a lot to say about 
laziness. The soul of the sluggard 
craves and gets nothing, while 
the soul of the diligent is richly 
supplied (Proverbs 13:4). Another 
good Biblical principle to guide us 
in how we use our time is to ask 
ourselves if we are being lazy. 

Ephesians 5:15-16 say – Look 
carefully then how you walk, 
not as unwise but as wise, 

making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil. Here, 
we are commanded to ‘make the 
best use of the time’. Some Bible 
translations say ‘redeeming the time’. 
This is part of a bigger section of 
Ephesians calling us to put off sin and 
put on holiness. A massive factor in 
that ongoing spiritual battle (which 
is mentioned in the next chapter) is 
how we use our time. If we give very 
little time to God, to His Word, to 
prayer, to worshipping, to being with 
other Christians, to talking about our 
Christian lives (both our struggles 
and our victories), then we will not 
walk (v15) the walk very well! 

Jim Elliot – a famous missionary who 
died at the age of just 28, when he 
was murdered by South American 
tribes he was trying to reach with 
the gospel – once said: Live every day 
as if the Son of Man were at the door ... 
Walk as if the next step would carry you 
across the threshold of heaven.
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TWO KINGS

I wonder if you sometimes think that 
children are too young to make real 
choices about following God, and 
that we have to wait and see how 
things turn out when we get older? 

The Bible tells us the stories of two 
children who became kings when 
they were very young. They were 
called Joash and Josiah. When they 
started off as kings, they both seemed 
to be very similar; they seemed to 
want to obey God and do things that 
were right and good. As they grew 
older, however, it became clear that 
they had really made very different 
choices in life. 

Joash became king at seven years old, 
and he did a very good and important 
work in restoring the damaged 
temple of God. To all the people, he 
must have looked like a very good 
and Godly King, but the Bible tells us 
that Joash only obeyed God as long 
as the chief priest Jehoaida was alive. 
When Jehoiada died Joash started 
to make very wicked decisions, 
worshipping idols and killing God’s 
servants. Even though it looked like 
Joash was faithful from his childhood, 
he had only been acting righteously 
for a time in order to please people 
rather than because he loved God. 

Josiah seemed to have a similar 
beginning to Joash. He became king 
at eight years old, and he also spent 
considerable resources repairing 
God’s temple. Unlike Joash, however, 
Josiah trusted God for himself and 
didn’t turn away from God as he 
grew older. He kept following God, 
and spent a good deal of time and 
money destroying idol worship 
throughout the whole country. The 
Bible gives us a long list of the efforts 
he went through to make sure God’s 
people would turn back to him. 
Unlike Joash, Josiah was following 
God from his heart and not simply 
copying or pleasing the good people 
around him. 

Most of you reading this are probably 
children in the church, and most of the 
rest of you reading this are reading 
it aloud to children in the church. 
Sometimes as children in the church 
we can feel like we need to wait until 
we are older to see whether we will 
be faithful to God or not, even if we 
know we want to be faithful to Him 
now. It’s very easy to think like this, 
but it’s also very important that we 
don’t. God calls us to love and obey 
Him now, and He promises that He 
will help us to continue being faithful 
as we get older if we do. If we waste 
time waiting, or even just copying 

the Christians around us instead of 
believing for ourselves, we will find 
ourselves slipping further and further 
away from the truth.  

Josiah and Joash looked for a long 
time like they were both leading very 
similar godly lives, but as time passed 
it showed that only one of them had 
truly decided to follow the Lord. 
When you look around at the other 
children in church, there is no way 
for you to tell if they are or aren’t 
choosing to obey God from their 
hearts, or if it’s because they are 
pleasing their parents or the wider 
church family. Only God can know 
their hearts. But you can know if 
you are following Him truly, if you 
really want to please Him and you 
repent when you sin. Be like Josiah, 
and not Joash, and follow Him from 
childhood. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, 
and no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. – John 10:27-8 

You can read about King Joash in 2 
Chronicles 24, and King Josiah in 2 
Kings 22 and 23.

Margaret Murray, Glasgow RPCS

Children’s 

Story
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Children’s 

ACROSS 

1 When the chief priest died, Joash began 

to worship ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4 Josiah spent a lot of time and 

 ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . destroying idols. 

6 Joash was only ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
to love and follow God. 

7 God can ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . our 
heart and knows if we really love Him. 

8 We should be like ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
not Joash.

10 Joash also ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
God's servants. 

12 Josiah was following God from his

  ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

DOWN 

2 Joash became king when he was        
.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3 Joash worked to restore the  
 .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5 ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...was the 
chief priest when Joash was king.

9 Josiah became king when he was 
 ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

11 God wants us to ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Him now.

QUIZ
TWO KINGS:     
Joash 
and 

Josiah
 Complete the crossword 

puzzle below using 
information from the 

Children's Story 
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The Betrayal
Douglas Bond
This book is a historical fiction novel based around the life of John Calvin. I was told this 
was a good book, but I wasn’t sure what to expect because I’m used to reading biographies 
and trusting that everything is as accurate as can be and nothing is made up, but when I 
started reading, I absolutely loved it, and I found that Douglas Bond had made every effort 
not to tamper with what we know from history! Bond has seamlessly woven the story 
of an imaginary character into the life and world of John Calvin in such a believable way, 
giving the reader a pair of eyes through which to view the renowned Reformer so that 
we get to see what a remarkable man he was. The plot line is beautifully crafted and the 
gospel message hit me powerfully. I highly recommend this to anyone who would like an 
interesting and fresh insight into the French theologian from an unexpected angle.

David Matthess (Glasgow RPC) 

An Example of Plain Catechising
John Willison 
I’ve been working my way through the works of Rev. John Willison, a minister in Dundee 
in the Church of Scotland who lived from 1680-1750.  His best-known writings have to 
do with instructions for keeping the Sabbath day holy, meditations and sermons to read 
before and after Communions, meditations and counsel for those who are sick and dying, 
and catechisms.  He wrote an explanation of the Shorter Catechism called An Example 
of Plain Catechising.  It goes through each question in the Shorter Catechism, and then 
through a series of questions and answers gives further teaching and applications.  I think 
it’s so helpful, both for understanding better the doctrine that is being taught in the 
Catechism, for stirring up your heart in praise to God, and for challenging you to live in 
obedience to your Saviour.   

Beth Bogue (Airdrie RPC) 

The Book Your Pastor Wishes You Would Read (But Is Too 
Embarrassed to Ask)
Christopher Ash 
This book is brief but useful. Many books are written for ministers to help them pastor; 
not many are written for congregants to help their relationship with their minister, 
especially to care for him. Ash considers Hebrews 13:17 as his chief text. Some of what 
is said would need to be adapted slightly to fit a Presbyterian context and some is a little 
overstated. It might have been improved by emphasising that love to God is the real 
motivation, rather than just to make your minister’s labour a joy. Nevertheless, there is 
lots that is thought-provoking and so the book, as a whole, is worth reading.  

Rev. Stephen McCollum (Stornoway RPC) 
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- 1 Corinthians 3:6

I have planted, Apollos watered; but God 
gave the increase.

“


