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Dear readers,
 
The Sabbath is a day for thinking more 
especially of our great God and His benefits 
to us in Christ. My hope is that Good News 
provides you with stimulating articles to help 
you in your walk with God. Besides Good 
News it is also beneficial to read Christian 
books written by faithful and reliable 
authors. Good Christian books afford us 
the opportunity to sit and learn from more 
experienced Christians. Such books are 
often read more slowly than other genres, 
with the best and most profitable often not 
being page-turners but rather those that we 
take our time over to read reflectively and 
meditatively. Unfortunately, the audio-visual 
world that we live in has gravely reduced the 
Christian’s appetite to read important books. 
For some even, the Bible is a book that is 
scarcely read, or at least not carefully. Friends, 
let’s endeavour to be a thinking people who 
revel in the profound truths of the Scripture. 

Every blessing, 
Stephen 
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The hysterical outbursts of a 
sixteen-year-old Swedish child at the 
United Nations and the coverage 
that it received from global media 
illustrates the moral panic that is 
gripping many sections of society 
throughout the world. Children are 
being urged to leave their classrooms 
to protest, members of the so-called 
‘extinction rebellion’ block roads 
and create havoc, governments 
put in place increasingly draconian 
measures to ‘save the planet’! All this 
is fed by the alarmist predictions of 
‘climate scientists’ which are largely 
based on computer models which 
some allege have often been proved 
wrong in the past. 

It is time to inject a little common 
sense into the debate! It is not the 
purpose of this article to examine 
the arguments for and against climate 
change or global warming but to 
seek to give some thought as to how 
Christian people should react to the 
alarm and despondency created by 
environmental alarmists. 

The relationship that Christians 
should have with the created 
universe is very clearly set out in the 
Word of God: 

1. The world was created by God 
– God is not a part of nature, but 
the creator of nature! So many 

environmentalists deny the existence 
of God and therefore the creation of 
the world by God, preferring rather 
to speak of ‘mother earth’. If the 
world was created by God as Genesis 
affirms, Christian will respect and 
value it precisely because it was 
created by God. 

2. Only man was made in the image 
of God. There is a fundamental 
difference between man and the rest 
of creation, and as man was uniquely 
made in the image of God, he was 
given dominion over the rest of 
the creation that does not bear the 
image of the creator (Gen. 1:26-27; 
Ps. 139:13-16). Nevertheless, the 
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dominion given to man is not a license 
to pollute and abuse the created 
world. ‘The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof’ Psalm 24:1 and 
man has been given stewardship of 
it; he is to care for it and nurture it 
precisely because it does belong to 
the Lord. 

3. In the scriptures God reveals his 
care for the created world and how 
he expects his people to exercise 
stewardship over the world that he 
made. 

Leviticus 25:1-12 demonstrate the 
care that was to be given to the 
land itself in the regulations for the 
sabbath year, ‘ Six years you shall sow 
your field, and six years you shall 
prune your vineyard, and gather its 
fruit;  but in the seventh year there 
shall be a sabbath of solemn rest 
for the land, a sabbath to the Lord’. 
Deuteronomy 25:4 shows the care 
there should be for domestic animals, 
‘You shall not muzzle an ox while 
it treads out the grain’; and Psalm 
104:27-30 speaks of God’s nurture 
and care for His creation. In the New 
Testament, the Lord Jesus Christ 
spoke on two occasions of how 
much the Father cared for even the 
smallest sparrow (Matt. 6:26, 10:29). 

One major problem that Christians 
have with the environmental 
movement is that care for the earth 
is seen to be an end in itself, the 
eternal preservation of an earth that 
is destined for destruction. 2 Peter 
3:10 – 13. The environmentalists’ 
view of the earth differs so radically 
from the Biblical view that it is 
tantamount to idolatry. Modern 
environmentalism is, in effect, a 
new religion which seeks to replace 
the sovereign God who made the 
heavens and earth, with the worship 
of Gaia, (the personification of the 
earth and the ancestral mother of 
all life). This false religion accepts 
certain fundamental principles that 
are contrary to the teaching of the 
Word of God: 

a. The earth and its eco-systems 
are fundamentally fragile and can be 
destroyed by human activity.

Although human activity can damage 
the earth and its subsystems, the 
world is the product of an infinitely 
wise and sovereign creator whose 

wise design and faithful sustaining 
make these natural, robust, resilient 
and self-regulating systems more 
likely to respond in ways that 
suppress and correct the damage, 
rather than magnify it catastrophically. 
Human activity cannot negate divine 
sovereignty. Christians believe that 
not only did God create the world, 
but that He continues to sustain it 
through His Son. (Heb. 1:2-3; Acts 
14:17). While this does not do away 
with or diminish human responsibility, 
God is sovereign and he is working 
out his purposes in and through his 
creation and through all of human 
history. 

b. The way humans use energy is 
fundamentally changing how the 
climate works. 

The Bible, however, is quite clear that 
weather patterns are in the hand of 
and at the disposition of Almighty 
God. Lev. 26:18-20; Deut. 28:12, 23-
24; Matt. 8:26-27 and James 5:17-
18. Because environmentalism is 
essentially humanistic it is no surprise 
that no account whatsoever is taken 
of the divine hand in the constantly 
fluctuating weather on earth. 

c. There is limited time left to ‘save’ 
the planet.  In 2017 Stephen Hawkins 
warned that humans would have to 
find a new planet to live on within 
100 years and in 2018 the Guardian 
newspaper featured a headline saying, 
‘We have 12 years to limit climate 
change catastrophe, warns UN’. 
There have been increasingly strident 
and alarmist calls for immediate 

action to prevent this catastrophe.  

From an evolutionary perspective 
such panic is perhaps understandable, 
but from the perspective of the 
Bible believing Christian, it is foolish 
and wrong. For the Christian, the 
most important thing is not some 
catastrophic ending of the created 
earth, but the promised return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in power and 
glory. As far as the permanence or 
otherwise of the earth is concerned, 
the faithful Christian is content to 
leave it in the hands of the sovereign 
God who created it and sustains it.  

Christians should not give in to 
the alarmist and doom laden fears 
of ‘Extinction rebellion’ and their 
allies as though human activity could 
somehow thwart or disrupt the 
purposes of the sovereign God of 
heaven and earth who is carrying 
out his perfect will in regard to the 
world he created. We have been 
commanded to ‘trust in the Lord 
with all (our) heart and lean not on 
(our) own (or ‘climate scientists) 
understanding’ Prov. 3:5. That does 
not mean that Christians should 
ignore environmental concerns. As 
faithful stewards of God’s world, 
believers should do everything they 
can to care for the environment and 
for those who live in it. There are 
many things that Christians can do 
without subscribing to the alarmist 
moral panic that is promoted in 
most of the media. Energy should 
be conserved, waste avoided, and 
material recycled so that the earth’s 
resources are used and not abused. 

God has created a beautiful earth 
for the good of his people, for them 
to enjoy and benefit from. It is true 
that it has been polluted by sin and 
some of its beauty marred by the 
wickedness of men, but in spite of 
that, the words of the scripture 
remain true,  ‘since the creation of 
the world God’s invisible qualities 
– his eternal power and divine 
nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has 
been made, so that men are without 
excuse’. Rom. 1:20. It would be far 
more profitable for those lamenting 
the end of this present world if they 
were to look at the beauties of the 
world that God has made and to 
seek the creator in them.

The 
relationship 

that Christians 
should have 
with the created 
universe is very 
clearly set out 
in the Word              
of God ”
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Much could be said to direct 
the minister who is leading the 
congregation in public prayer during 
the worship services of the church. 
The Westminster Directory for Public 
Worship gives very full counsel 
as to what should be prayed for, 
e.g. confession of sin (original and 
actual), much needed mercy from 
the throne of grace, the propagation 
of the gospel to all nations, including 
the conversion of the Jews, the fall 
of Antichrist, and the preservation of 
the persecuted church, the blessing 
of God on the Reformed churches, 
particularly that we would keep our 
Covenant duties, for the royal family 
and Government, and the preaching 
and hearing of the Word of God.  

Likewise the Directory for Family 
Worship gives helpful guidance for 
prayer in the home, stating that 

the first duty in family worship is, 
“Prayer and praises performed with 
a special reference, as well to the 
public condition of the kirk of God 
and this kingdom, as to the present 
case of the family, and every member 
thereof.” 

Calling upon God’s name in prayer 
is an important part of the service 
of worship, and yet ordinarily 
it falls to one man to lead the 
whole congregation. Some in the 
congregation may believe that they 
are passive and that only the minister 
is praying. This assumption is not the 
case. Let’s look at some practical 
directions to help church members 
during public prayers. 

Mindlessness and Attention 

Undoubtedly, one of the chief 
dangers for the average congregant 

during public prayer is that they 
cease giving their focus to the 
substance of the prayer and think 
of anything and everything besides. 
Some more than others know that 
their minds are prone to wander. 
Perhaps it is one of the reasons why 
we teach our children to close their 
eyes during prayer, to block out all 
possible distractions.

We must recognise that it is not only 
the minister that is praying, rather 
the whole congregation is joining 
together in prayer through one 
voice. For this reason, the language 
of public prayer shifts from the first-
person singular (suitable for private 
worship) to the first-person plural 
(necessary in public worship), e.g. 
“I pray that You would bless me” 
should become “We pray that You 
would bless us.” The Biblical evidence 

Improving Our Worship 
Part Five: Prayer

Rev. Stephen McCollum
Stornoway RPCS

Practical
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of this is that Jesus taught His 
disciples to pray “our Father,” which 
as our catechism reminds is that we 
are to “pray with and for others.” 
Therefore, the congregation, while 
not vocally active, is to be mentally 
and spiritually engaged in the prayer.  

Our ears must be not only attentive 
to the prayer that is being made but 
our hearts also must engage with it 
by faith. Is the minister blessing God 
for His excellencies or thanking 
Him for His mercies? Does my 
heart consent with what is said? Do 
I delight in the honouring of God 
in these ways and pray along as if 
it is my own personal adoring of 
God? Is the minister praying for a 
particular issue to be resolved in a 
way that glorifies God? Is my heart 
also moved by those circumstances 
so that my soul prays along with 
spiritual energy? When the minister 
closes the prayer with an “Amen!” 
do I signify that these are also truly 
my desires, whether by a vocalised 
Amen or one spoken in the heart? 

Judgementalism 

Another danger in public prayer 
is that of judgementalism. This 
is the attitude of the Pharisees 
and must be avoided at all costs. 
There is potential for it to be 
prevalent at the prayer meeting, 
where particular men’s prayers are 
“weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting.” All sorts of standards can 
be applied: length of prayer, how 
many repetitions, earnestness, how 
much Scripture could be quoted, 
whether there have been stumbles 
or pauses. The problem is that some 
spend more time judging the prayers 
than praying along. If we were to be 
more earnest in joining with the one 
praying in our hearts then we would 
have little time to judge how nice 
the prayer sounds.  

Such judgementalism is perhaps 
symptomatic of a deeper heart 
problem of one who not only views 
himself as better than others, but 
believes that God is more satisfied or 
pleased with him than others. Such 
pride must be mortified as it runs 
counter to the requirement to pray 
with humility. “Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift 
you up.” (James 4:10) 

Using the language of 
Scripture 

Prayer can sometimes turn into a 
shopping list of requests. Perhaps it 
is because we are so dependent on 
God and conscious of our deep need 
from Him. We should endeavour to 
make more well rounded prayers, 

following the examples of Scripture. 
Indeed, the very language of Scripture 
itself improves our prayers. 

This is particularly true when it comes 
to the promises of God’s Word. 

As William Gurnall said, “Prayer is 
nothing but the promise reversed, 
or God’s Word formed into an 
argument, and retorted by faith upon 
God again.” Let’s use God’s promises 
by turning them into prayers for His 
fulfilling of them. For example, Psalm 
19:7 might lead us to pray that God 
would use His perfect law to convert 
the soul and that He would use His 
sure testimony to make the simple 
wise, or James 1:5 would lead us to 
ask God to give promised wisdom 
when we lack it. 

Directions for Children 

It is difficult to train children to 
participate in this element of 
the worship service, but it is not 
impossible. It is relatively easy to train 
children to be externally respectful, 
but it is harder to train them to pray 
from the heart. Undoubtedly, the best 
method to improve your children’s 
attention during public prayer is to 
do the hard work of teaching them 
to pray privately. This learning is first 
passive. The more prayer is part of 
family life, the more a child will pick 
up from his parents. But surely we 
can go deeper! We should encourage 
our children to pray by themselves. 
Initially, this may be through rote 
learning of set prayers, for example, 
the Lord’s Prayer. You would be 
surprised how early a child can learn 
to recite it. We can go further by 
asking our children what things we 
should pray for and then encouraging 
them to do so. Christian Focus has 
a useful book Little Hands Learning 
to Pray, which introduces children to 
different types of prayers. Parents, 
remember that when your child 
was baptised in the RP Church you 
promised “to train your child to 
pray, read the Bible and attend public 
worship.” 

Nevertheless, since the spirit of 
prayer is given to the sons of God, 
it is necessary that our children be 
born-again, and while we can do 
many things for our children, we 
cannot regenerate them. How we 
should pray for them that they would 
seek the Lord early in life! Even if you 
have no children of your own, or if 
yours are now grown, plead with 
God for the covenant children in the 
congregation. 

Undoubtedly, 
one of the 

chief dangers 
for the average 
congregant 
during public 
prayer is that 
they cease giving 
their focus to 
the substance of 
the prayer and 
think of anything 
and everything 
besides.”
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There was a time when my ideal 
birthday present would have been 
a Swiss Army knife. And of course, 
the defining thing about Swiss Army 
knives is that they don’t just have one 
function. As well as a knife blade or 
two you get a screwdriver, a bottle 
opener, scissors and more. Well just 
like a Swiss Army knife, God’s law 
has a number of different purposes. 
It’s to be used in different ways in 
different situations. For example, 
whether we are believers or not, 
one of the main purposes of the 
law is to show us our sin and drive 
us to Jesus. However, from what 
we’ve seen in our first two articles, 
it should already be clear that God’s 
law is for more than that. It’s actually 
to be lived out in our daily lives. The 
Ten Commandments have been in 

place from the beginning of creation. 
They’re based on who God is, and 
he doesn’t change. That means that 
if we are to live in this world as God 
would have us, we need by his grace 
to structure our lives around them. 
They are the instruction manual for 
our lives; to try and live without 
them will ultimately bring frustration 
and despair. 

When Jesus was asked what the 
greatest commandment was, he 
replied ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. This 
is the great and first commandment. 
And a second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. On these 
two commandments depend all the 
Law and the Prophets’ (Matthew 
22:37-40). What Jesus did there was to 

summarise the Ten Commandments. 
The first four commandments are 
about loving God, and the rest are 
about loving our neighbour. So if you 
as a Christian want to know what it 
looks like to love God and to love 
your neighbour, you need the Ten 
Commandments.

On his last night on earth, Jesus was 
preparing his disciples for life on 
earth without him. And one of the 
things he said to them that night 
was: ‘If you love me, you will keep 
my commandments’. And what are 
his commandments? They are these 
same Ten Commandments which 
have always been God’s standard. 

In fact, the Ten Commandments 
aren’t just the ten most important of 
God’s laws. They include all of God’s 

The Law of God: Part Three

SERIES 

Rev. Stephen Steele
Stranraer RPCS
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other commandments as well. Think 
of the Ten Commandments as a filing 
cabinet with ten drawers. Every 
single one of the commands of the 
Old and New Testaments fits into 
one of those drawers. For example, 
Colossians 3:23 says: ‘Whatever you 
do, work heartily, as for the Lord 
and not for men’. That in itself isn’t 
part of the Ten Commandments. But 
the fourth commandment, which 
is about keeping the Sabbath holy, 
also says: ‘Six days shall you labour 
and do all your work’. So you could 
keep Sunday holy. You could spend 
the whole day as it’s designed; 
worshipping God, spending time 
with his people, and thinking about 
him. But if you’re half-hearted in your 
work Monday through Friday, you’re 
not keeping the commandment. 

That’s true of all the rest of the 
commandments as well. Jesus says 
all the law and the prophets depend 
on them. The command about not 
murdering is also a command about 
taking active steps to preserve life. 
Most of the commandments are in 
the format ‘You shall not’ because 
it’s easier to state the negative – but 
they also include the positive. If the 
commandments were to start: ‘You 
shall…’ they would go on indefinitely. 
But we are still to understand them 
as including positive duties as well as 
negative prohibitions. Think of how 
Jesus summarises them – they’re about 
loving God and loving our neighbour. 
Can you love your neighbour just by 
not murdering him and not lying to 
him? No! You also need to do things 
for him as well! And so for each 
commandment we should be asking 
not simply ‘what does this stop me 
from doing?’ But ‘what does this mean 
I should be doing instead?’

It’s also very important that we don’t 
think about the Ten Commandments 
without thinking about the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Our Confession of Faith, 
which sums up what we believe as a 
church, says that obeying the law isn’t 
contrary to the grace of the gospel, 
because the Spirit of Christ enables 
us to do freely and cheerfully what 
the will of God revealed in the law 
requires to be done. That implies that 
if we leave the Spirit out of the picture, 
then any attempt at law-keeping will be 
contrary to the grace of the gospel. 

This part of the Holy Spirit’s work 
had been prophesied by the likes 
of Ezekiel (36:27), when God had 
promised: ‘I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to obey my 
rules’. Part of the Holy Spirit’s work 
in our hearts is to enable us to obey 
God’s commands. 

Before we’re Christians, we’re not able 
to obey the Ten Commandments. Yes, 
we might be able to outwardly keep 
some of them, but our motivations are 
wrong. But once we become Christians, 
we become able to keep them. Not 
perfectly of course – we still break each 

of them every day. It’s only in heaven 
where we’ll keep them perfectly and 
no longer be able to sin. But now, it is 
possible for us to keep them. Not by 

relying on our own strength. But by the 
help of the Holy Spirit. 

Going back to the Swiss Army 
knife illustration, the law has one 
further purpose which we haven’t 
time to consider in these articles 
– and that is to restrain evil. It’s no 
coincidence that when God’s law is 
sidelined, society begins to quickly 
fall apart. Although the law itself 
cannot change the heart, when it is 
implemented in society and backed 
up by punishments, it helps hold back 
evil and maintain civil order. 

Our focus in these articles however 
has been to focus on the law’s 
relevance to us as individuals. And 
let us always remember that if we’re 
Christians then we receive God’s 
law as individuals who have been 
redeemed. The law was originally given 
to those who had been redeemed 
from Egypt – but that was just a 
foretaste of a greater redemption 
that lay in the future. In the words 
of Sinclair Ferguson, believers today 
‘receive the moral law in Christ who 
has fulfilled its ordinances and suffered 
the penalty of its breach in our place, 
as well as in the power of the Spirit 
who energizes Christ’s people to fulfil 
it in their own lives’. May that be the 
experience of each of us. 

It’s only 
in heaven 

where we’ll keep 
them perfectly 
and no longer be 
able to sin.”
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Few people in the history of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church 
have ever preached regularly to 
thousands, but William Symington 
was one of them. In a 23-year 
ministry in Glasgow, from 1839 
until his death in 1862, he preached 
weekly in a building that held 1000 
people. His evening services in the 
Great Hamilton Street congregation 
proved so popular that he began a 
third service in the afternoon. About 
a year after moving to Glasgow, he 
wrote in his journal: ‘The crowd at 
evening lecture most overwhelming; 
many hurt in getting in: hundreds not 
able to find admission: house filled in 
five minutes after door opened’. 

Symington’s decision to move to 
Glasgow had not been an easy one. 

After seventeen years in Stranraer, 
he had received a call to another 
Glasgow congregation (West 
Campbell Street), having previously 
turned down a call to Dumfries 
in 1829. His journal shows how he 
wrestled with the Glasgow call, but in 
the end the Synod refused to sustain 
it. At that time, the idea of a minister 
moving from one congregation to 
another was almost unheard of. 
The same congregation called him 
again the following year, but that 
time he refused it himself. However, 
in 1839 the Great Hamilton Street 
congregation called him, Synod 
eventually sustained it, and he went. 

A snapshot of what a typical service 
would have looked like is recorded 
in a contemporary book entitled 

Our Scottish Clergy. On the day in 
question in 1847, Symington’s service 
consisted of the singing of four verses 
of a psalm, a prayer and the reading 
of part of another psalm, followed by 
a twenty-minute psalm exposition. 
Another short passage was read 
before a 55 minute ‘lecture’, and the 
service was concluded with prayer, 
singing and the benediction. 

After a short break, there was an 
afternoon service, which consisted 
of singing, ‘a prayer of much fervour 
and very great length’, a reading and 
a sermon. The reviewer noted that 
‘the only thing remarkable in the 
public services of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church is their exclusive 
use of the psalms – paraphrases and 
hymns being both prohibited’. 

Although the congregation was large, 
a sense of fellowship was kindled 
through society or fellowship 
meetings. These weekly small-group 
meetings had been part of the 
fabric of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church from the very beginning. 
Detailed rules for how such meetings 
were to be conducted had been 
published by the denomination in 
1782 and 1823. The Great Hamilton 
Street congregation had twenty-
four such groups meeting regularly, 
at which, as one of Symington’s 
elders explained, ‘a text or subject 
previously appointed was then 
discussed by all present’. Symington’s 
journal records his careful weekly 
visitation of these meetings and in 
later years he assigned ‘Fellowship 
Meetings’ as a subject for research 
and report by his students at the 
Theological Hall. During Symington’s 
time an objection was raised against 
an elder-elect who did not consider 

William Symington, Part Three
The Glasgow Years
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these meetings ‘necessary in the 
present age’ – he was not ordained! 

When Symington moved to Glasgow, 
the membership of the congregation 
was little over 300 – and decreasing. 
However, at his first communion 
season in Glasgow, 65 names were 
added to the membership roll. 
Entries were made twice each year, 
at the October and April communion 
seasons, and the number of new 
members each time seldom fell below 
40 in all the years he was there. By 
1853 he calculated that there had been 
over 1500 admissions to membership 
during the sixteen years he had been 
there. With the total membership now 
at 993, a daughter congregation was 
formed, as the church building was no 
longer large enough to hold even the 
members and their families. Later that 
same year we find Symington asking 
for the help of an assistant, because 
despite all the deductions caused by 
immigration, the planting of a new 
congregation and death, there were 
still more than 900 people on the roll. 

Nor was this a loose membership. 
Symington divided the entire number 
into geographical areas. An elder was 
assigned to each of these areas and 
given the responsibility of calling on 
the members in it. The record of these 
visitations was reviewed twice a year. 
There were decreases in membership 
during the pastorates that followed 
and preceded Symington’s, but 
while he was minister three new 
congregations were formed and by 
the time of his death the membership 
of the mother congregation was 
treble what it had been when he 
arrived. Roy Blackwood comments 
that ‘few if any other congregations 
in the denomination could have 
mustered even 500 members during 
these years’. On Symington’s death, 
the Synod noted ‘we have reason 
to believe that not only did the 
congregation grow in numbers but 
that many were by his instrumentality 
brought to the knowledge of the 
truth and savingly converted’.  

Symington particularly invested in 
the young men in his congregation. 
Thirty men who were either 
members of, or connected with, 
the congregation became ministers, 
including two professors of theology 
and three missionaries. 

One of those who became a 
professor in the RP Church and later 
the Free Church was William Binnie. 
After Symington’s death he recalled 
‘I can never forget a parting visit I 
paid him in his study one day in the 
autumn of 1845. I was going off to 
spend a winter on the continent. He 
made me kneel along with him, and 
commended me to God in a prayer 
which affected me far more than any 
public prayer of his had ever done: it 
was so simple, so warm, so clearly an 
outpouring of the heart’. 

One of those who became a 
missionary was the famous John G. 
Paton. Paton had been an elder and 
city missionary in Great Hamilton 
Street and then in Green Street, 
where a church, manse and school 
were purchased. When Paton felt the 
call of God to go and serve as one 
of the RP Missionaries in the New 
Hebrides, he was famously warned 
by an elderly gentleman ‘you will 
be eaten by cannibals’. Paton writes 
‘even Dr Symington…repeatedly 
urged me to remain at home’. His 
‘beloved minister’s’ reasons seem 
to have been the success Paton was 
seeing at home, and also the threat 
the cannibals posed to his life. 

It would be wrong, however, to 
conclude that Symington was 
unmoved by the claims of mission. 
From the beginning of his ministry he 
had supported the claims of Jewish 
mission, and when in Stranraer had 
hosted a meeting to support Thomas 
Chalmers’s scheme of Church 
Extension in the Church of Scotland. 

During his time in Stranraer, he heard 
Alexander Duff speak of the National 
Church’s plan for Christianising India. 
He wrote in his journal: ‘I reckon it 
a great privilege to have heard and 
met with this great and good man. 
May it be blessed for increasing 
my zeal for the conversion of the 
heathen’. Less than three months 
later, on New Year’s Day, 1838, he 
gathered together the youth of the 
congregation, read some missionary 
intelligence and delivered an address 
on the obligation of Christians to 
diffuse the gospel among the heathen. 
A juvenile missionary society was 
formed, and he prayed ‘May this be 
the commencement of a mission 
to the heathen from the Reformed 

Presbyterian Church in Scotland’. 
Years later, in Glasgow, he wrote in 
his journal that he had met David 
Livingston and his wife and ‘had a 
long conversation with the great 
African traveller’. 

Symington’s friendships with men in 
the evangelical wing of the Church 
of Scotland testify to the fact that he 
was far from narrow in his outlook. 
The nineteenth century was a time 
of great religious and philanthropic 
societies (Bible societies, widow and 
orphan societies etc), and Symington 
was involved in many of them from 
the beginning, alongside evangelicals 
from other denominations. 

He preached in many churches outside 
his own denomination. Shortly after 
the formation of the Free Church 
he was asked to preach the opening 
sermon at an interdenominational 
conference to mark the bicentenary 
of the Westminster Assembly, where 
the key documents of British and 
American Presbyterianism had been 
drawn up. That sermon, entitled ‘Love 
one another’, included a call for unity, 
which helped lead to the first meeting 
of the World Evangelical Alliance, 
two years later. Through Symington’s 
influence, the Credal Basis of the 
Alliance included a reference to 
the Mediatorial Kingship of Christ. 
Explaining the remarkable interest 
of the Reformed Presbyterians 
in the Evangelical Alliance, the 
denominational magazine said ‘we 
know none that are under greater 
obligations to hail and further the 
cause of union than the followers 
of the Scottish Reformers, and the 
professed friends of the Solemn 
League and Covenant’. 

Symington was called home at the 
age of 66 on 28th January 1862. His 
final journal entry, written two weeks 
before, reads: ‘Still weak as ever’. 
James M’Gill, who had turned his 
horse around 30 years before after 
Robert’s death, took his memorial 
service. He preached on Hebrews 
11v4: ‘He being dead, yet speaketh’. 
Over 150 years later, through his 
writings which have been republished 
in our own century, people around 
the world are still hearing William 
Symington speak today. 
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planting work. In God’s providence I 
was placed in a school within walking 
distance of the church and so I was 
able to be part of the fellowship for 
my time in France. Following that I 
taught French and German for 12 
years at Ballymena Academy, while 
always remaining in contact with 
the church in Orvault (Nantes), 
taking part in short-term mission 
teams and sometimes preaching 
in the summer when the pastor 
was on holiday. When the call came 
from the church in 2008 to move 
to Nantes and work as missionary-
pastor, the decision wasn’t really all 
that difficult. All the years of being 
bathed in a mission-minded culture, 
the years of studying and teaching 
French and visiting France (my wife 
Heather was also a French teacher), 
left a strong burden for the lost and 
a love for France and the French. In 
his goodness, the Lord gave a strong 
sense of calling to this work which 
He confirmed in many different ways. 
After 3 years of theological studies, 
Heather and I moved to Nantes in 
September 2011. 

What is the history of 
Christianity in France? 

It would be impossible to answer 
this question in one short paragraph. 
Perhaps it is best simply to say that 
France has traditionally been a 
Roman Catholic country. Even if the 
number of practising Catholics has 
dropped massively in recent years, 
the evidence of France’s very Catholic 
past is seen everywhere. Every village 
has its chapel, religious holy days are 
still observed as holidays, even if 
most people don’t know the reason 
behind the day off work. In most 
big cities, the best schools are often 

Please provide a bit of your 
background and what led to 
your ministry in France? 

I was born into a Christian home, the 
youngest of 3 children, and grew up 
in Larne where my dad was the RP 
minister. He himself had been born in 
Antioch, Syria where his parents had 
been RP missionaries for the best 
part of 50 years. Missionary prayer 
meetings were a regular feature of 
life in the manse in Larne and as 
children, my brother and sister and 
I often listened wide-eyed to the 
many missionaries who came to 
stay with us and speak at different 
meetings. So I think it is safe to say 

that Christian Mission was part of 
our spiritual DNA. We were never 
asked, “Would you like to go to the 
Missionary Meeting?”. We were told 
we were going and, looking back on 
that, we are thankful for that.  

At school my favorite subjects were 
always languages, particularly French 
and German. From school I went 
to study German and European 
Business Studies at the University 
of Ulster but at the end of first 
year I switched to study French and 
German at Queen’s, Belfast. During 
those studies I had to take a year 
out in France and so I applied to 
spend it in Nantes where the RP 
church had recently begun a church 
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private Catholic schools and it isn’t 
uncommon to hear people say that 
they had a Roman Catholic upbringing 
but are no longer practising. As for 
the Reformation, well, you’ve heard 
of Calvin who was French and who 
sent countless missionaries and 
pastors from Geneva to France. 
It is thought that at one stage, as 
much as 40% of the population was 
Protestant. As the Catholic church 
hit back, the Protestant Huguenots 
were severely persecuted and while 
the Edict of Nantes (1598) granted 
them religious freedom for a time, 
the Edict was revoked in 1685, 
leading again to a violent repression 
of Protestants, many of whom fled to 
other parts other parts of Europe, or 
even further afield.  

The influence of so-called Enlighten-
ment thinkers is also worth noting 
along with more recent existentialist 
philosophers and writers. The cumu-
lative effect of these philosophers is 
such that the average French man 
or woman is atheist, either by con-
fession or in practice. God is large-
ly absent from the education and 
thoughts of the man in the street.  

Can you give a brief 
overview of the RP Church 
in France since its inception?  

It was in 1986 that the RPCI sent a 
missionary team to language school in 
Paris with a view to starting a church-
planting work in the west of France. 
After some study of the religious 
landscape, it was decided that Nantes 
should be the base for that work. 
Following language training, the Ball 
and McFarland families and Margaret 
McMullan moved to the north west 
of the city and began the work of 
church planting. Margaret retired 
in 2000 and 6 years later Rev. Blair 
McFarland returned home leaving 
Malcolm Ball and his wife Muriel 
as the only remaining workers. As 
already stated, Heather and I joined 
the work in September 2011 and 
just a few months ago, Malcolm and 
Muriel retired to Ireland after 33 
years in France.  

What areas of ministry is the 
Church involved in? 

With the departure of the Balls, the 
work is in something of a transition 

stage as we seek to discern where 
our limited resources can best be 
used. The main focus of church 
life is the worship service on the 
Lord’s Day and the two weekly Bible 
studies, one in English and the other 
in French. Nantes is a large university 
city and so for years we have had 
an outreach to students, both 
French and international. For the 
past 4 years we have had a monthly 
friendship lunch for people from the 
area around the church and although 
numbers are small, those who 
come appreciate the friendship and 
hospitality shown. There are regular 
distributions of Gospel literature and 
calendars as well as different cultural 
and social events to which we invite 
friends and neighbours and seek to 
share the gospel. Part of our work 
is simply a breaking down of the 
barriers of suspicion and fear that 
the average French person has of 
evangelical Protestants. 

We recently moved house and one 
of our new neighbours called round 
to ask if the reports which she had 
heard that I was the leader of a sect 
were actually true. As part of this 
effort to break down barriers and 
also as a way to open doors for 
friendship and what we call gospel 
conversations, Heather and I both 
work one morning or afternoon 
a week in a local primary school. 
Heather teaches English and I coach 
sport. Heather also teaches adults in 
a local association. These activities 
have presented both of us with 
opportunities to speak of our faith 
to students, parents and teachers. 
Several members of the church are 
involved in a ministry to victims of 
human trafficking and prostitution, 
meeting girls on the streets and 
helping those who are seeking to 
escape this modern-day slavery. 
Other members are involved in an 
inter-church ministry among the 
large refugee population in Nantes.  

What are the main challenges 
& encouragements in the work? 

The main challenge is perhaps the 
need for patient perseverance in 
what is a slow and difficult mission 
field. There are so many different 
types of soil on which we sow seed, 
the militant atheist, the practising 
Catholic, the lapsed Catholic who still 

puts faith in his religious upbringing 
and, of course, the increasingly large 
number of Muslims. While we believe 
with all our heart in the power of 
God to change lives through the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, experience 
in France tends to suggest that the 
transforming work of the Gospel 
seems to take a long time and 
requires long-term investment of 
time, energy and resources. Such a 
view of ministry is difficult in an age 
where we like to see things happen 
quickly. 

The encouragements are when we 
see God at work in people’s lives, 
bringing them to faith and then 
causing them to grow in that faith. In 
recent months we have had the joy 
of seeing people in the fellowship 
keen to take on responsibility and to 
serve. We see a hunger for the Word 
and for fellowship. We would love 
to see a greater spirit of prayer but 
there are signs that that is growing. 
Perhaps the greatest need at present 
is for leaders within the church. I’m 
the only elder at present and so 
our prayer is that within the coming 
months, God would raise up at least 
one elder and two deacons.  

What lesson have you been 
learning throughout your 
ministry that may be helpful 
to share with others? 

During my 12 years as a teacher, it 
was easy to judge the “success” of 
my work: exam results, pupils gaining 
access to the university of their 
choice, even the rugby and cricket 
teams I coached winning trophies. 
Without realising it, I probably came 
to seek the visible appreciation and 
recognition of others. But moving 
to Gospel ministry demanded a 
whole new approach to what we call 
“success”. All of a sudden, instead of 
people’s appreciation, I was facing 
their criticism. Instead of seeing 
success, I seemed to be seeing 
failure. Little numerical growth, few 
conversions and criticism from inside 
and outside the church. 

During a particularly difficult period, I 
read 3 books which radically changed 
how I viewed myself and my work: 
Liberating Ministry from the Success 
Syndrome by Kent Hughes, Brothers 
we are not Professionals by John Piper 
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and Dangerous Calling by Paul Tripp. 
These books, along with time spent 
meditating on Philippians 2, helped 
me better to understand my identity 
as a servant of the Lord Jesus and the 
importance of faithful service, not 
spectacular or glamourous service 
but faithful, persevering service, 
faithfully carrying out the work given 
to me by the Lord. These books and 
the study of Philippians 2 helped 
me to start dealing with selfishness 
and pride that I didn’t even know 
existed, helped me to examine my 
motivation in the work, motivation 
which was often seeking my own 
glory as opposed to the glory of 
Christ. I know that this lesson hasn’t 
yet been fully learnt and the Lord 
gives constant reminders of the need 
for humble submission to his will, his 
ways and his timing.  

Which Scriptures do you see 
as applicable to the mission 
in France? 

The passage to which I come back 
often is Romans 10, the passage 
which the Lord used most clearly 
in confirming my call to Gospel 
ministry. The promise of verse 13 is 
truly magnificent, but it is followed 
by a terrible series of questions 
in verses 14 and 15. Then comes 
the challenge to send, to go and to 
preach the Gospel. 

How can the Scottish 
Church take a genuine 
interest in this work? 

We are truly grateful for the interest 
that the Scottish church has already 
shown in our work. We have fond 
memories of our visits to speak of 

our work. We know that you pray 
for us and give to support our work 
financially and several members of 
the Scottish church have been on 
Mission teams or have called to see 
us. All we can say is, keep doing what 
you are doing, and especially, keep 
praying. You’ll be pleased to know 
that our son, Matthieu, has a real 
love for Scottish music. He is 5 but 
there is nothing he enjoys more in 
the car than singing along to Kenneth 
McKellar, trying to roll his Rs and 
master his Scottish accent. So as our 
thoughts often turn to Scotland, may 
your thoughts and prayers often turn 
to France, that God would send his 
Spirit to quicken those who are dead 
in their sin, to open the eyes of those 
blinded by philosophy and empty 
religion and to bring many to bow 
the knee to King Jesus.
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Seventeen children and young 
people from four of the Scottish RP 
Churches were at Senior and Junior 
Camps, two young people attended 
TFY Ireland (Theological Foundations 
for Youth), and two young people 
went to the Young Adults Weekend.  
Six young people from the Scottish 
Church participated in GO Teams 
this summer.

Three of the Scottish ministers 
attended the Scottish and Irish 
RP Minister’s Conference in 
Ballykelly, Northern Ireland. The 
main addresses were given by Rev. 
Mark Johnston (Bethel Presbyterian 
Church, Cardiff). Rev. Stephen Steele 
also gave a presentation on the life 
and work of Rev. William Symington.  
The conference was a good time 
of fellowship with ministerial 

colleagues. One session of corporate 
prayer focused on the RPCS and 
each congregation was prayed for 
particularly. We are thankful for the 
love of the Irish Church for us and 
commend this denomination to your 
prayers. 

2019 has been another big year 
for Reformation Tours with 56 
Tours to date for 264 people 
from all over the world.  We’ve 
had school groups, church groups, 
individuals and families as well as 
RPs from other parts of the world.  
In addition to this video snippets 
about Reformation and Covenanting 
history have been viewed on 
social media over 12,000 times.  
Here are some things those on the 
tours have said this year: 

“We came away with a much better 
framework in which to think about 
this period of church history.” Sam 
Spear 

“I was speechless as we discovered 
incredibly rich, Gospel-centered, 
theological history on every street 
corner of Edinburgh.” Sam M. 

“We were greatly blessed to hear 
about those who loved the Lord Jesus 
and the glory of God more than life. 
History comes alive through the 
sites that Jimmy and Helen took us 
to see and the stories that they told. 
While concentrating on the Scottish 
Reformations (1500 - 1700) we saw 
some of the context of Scottish church 
history from Roman ruins to 21st 
Century vibrant faith and life. Highly 
recommended to all!”  David Carr 

“It would be impossible to overstate 
the blessing we received through 
Jimmy Fisher’s knowledge of history, 
passion for Christ, and his ability to 
make history and the cause of Christ 
come alive. We were captivated 
by the stories of our brothers and 
sisters who lived in dark times and 
who endured the same as those 
who “saw the Invisible!” We, as a 
group wholeheartedly commend the 
work!” Dr Liam Goligher 

Presbytery News

Junior Camps

Goligher Bible Tour

RP Minister’s Conference
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Congregational News

Holiday Bible Club Airdrie Reformation Tour

Airdrie 
During the October week, when the schools were off, 
we ran a three night Holiday Bible Club.  Many folks from 
the congregation came at least one of the nights and 
helped with some aspect of the Club. We are so thank-
ful for the 5-7 children who came each evening. It was 
a great three evenings of coming and working together 
as a church family to tell children of Christ, and we pray 
that the Lord would work in their lives and the lives of 
their families.  

On Saturday the 19th October, 26 people from the 
Airdrie congregation took a Reformation Tour. We 
visited Glasgow Cathedral, Fenwick Church, Cumnock, 
Douglas, and Bothwell Bridge hearing stories about the 
Covenanters from Mr Jimmy Fisher. We then finished 
up with dinner together at a local restaurant. It was a 
great day of learning about our past and spending time 
together as a congregation. Glasgow RPC Outing
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Glasgow 
On Saturday 24th August Glasgow 
RP had their annual Sabbath School 
outing & BBQ.  

Pray for Rev. Kenneth Stewart, who 
for health reasons has been signed 
off work by his doctor for an initial 
period of three months.  Pray that 
the Lord would restore him to full 
health and strength.  Pray for the 
Glasgow Session, congregation, and 
those filling the pulpit at this time. 

Communion was observed in the 
congregation on the first Sabbath of 
October. The services were taken by 
Rev. Stephen McCollum. One new 
member was received by transfer. 

North Edinburgh 
Please join us in praying for a venue 
for our evening services. In August 
we were informed that, as part of 
another overhaul of council costs, 
we would not be able to continue 
to meet in the school on Sunday 
evenings. We are very thankful to 
God that we have been given until 
the end of the year to find a solution. 
Please pray that God will provide 
a suitable alternative. There are a 
number of possible venues within 
our immediate area, but many are 
too expensive or are not available at 
weekends. 

Please also pray that we, as a church, 
would have true contentment in 
God’s permanently perfect provision 
for us. Pray that we will rest in the 
truth that His ways are always best, 
while at the same time faithfully 
looking to Him for guidance and for 
the solution. Pray too that we would 
see this as God’s way of taking us to 
a new place and, perhaps also, new 
people. 

Stornoway 
We had our usual communion season 
in August and were encouraged and 
challenged by Dr. Tim Donachie’s 
preaching. The Lord was gracious 
in adding one new member to our 
congregation. 

In October, we began a Christianity 
Explored course at the manse and 
continue to pray that God would 
bring people in to hear the Gospel 
to find out who Jesus is and what 

that means for us. We hope to have 
evangelistic services this month. 
Please pray for these endeavours to 
reach out to those without hope in 
this world. 

Stranraer 
We have been encouraged to have a 
number of new people in the building 
lately. During our GO Team at the 
end of August we opened up the hall 
on two of the afternoons and invited 
people in for tea, coffee and a chat. 
We were encouraged to have people 
coming in and opportunities to share 
the gospel. The team had been giving 
out leaflets inviting people to three 
mission services on the theme ‘One 
life: then what?’, and we were glad to 
have visitors on each of the evenings. 
A further chance to invite people to 
hear God’s word followed soon after 
when Stephen and Carla’s daughter 
Poppy was baptised in November. 
We were thankful to have friends and 
neighbours present who wouldn’t 
normally come to church, and for the 
clear and winsome presentation of 
the gospel by Rev. Robert McCollum 
(Newtownards RPC). 

Gambia 
The church recently had the 
encouragement of an adult baptism. 
Michael Mendy is in his early 20’s and 
from a Roman Catholic background. 
He has been attending the church for 
around a year, after being invited along 
by his friend Edward Mendy, also in 
his early 20’s. Sylvester Konteh has 
started mentoring some of the young 
men in the congregation, including 

Michael and Edward, through a 
weekly meeting to supplement 
his pulpit ministry. The church had 
additional  encouragement through 
the donation of 50 bibles from a 
church in Canada.

A further ministry of the church 
is Life Impact Nursery School, 
which started in September 2017. 
It is run by Mrs Johnette Konteh, 
along with 3 other teachers and 
a cleaner. They currently have 50 
children in attendance, in the age 
range of 3 to 7 years of age. Teaching 
includes numbers, letters, phonics, 
rhymes, science, writing and English 
conversation along with the Bible 
and kids catechism.

Poppy’s Baptism

Baptism

Donated Bibles

Mentoring

Life Impact Nursery School
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Spain 
In September the first known meeting 
of Covenanters in Spain took place 
at the new RP church plant.  

Ireland 
The RPCI had a number of both 
pro-life and pro-marriage events in 
the wake of Westminster moving to 
impose the legalisation of abortion 
and same-sex marriage on Northern 
Ireland.  The Irish RP Church 
produced the following statement: 

RPCI PRESS RELEASE ON 
THE LEGALISATION OF 
ABORTION AND “SAME-SEX 
MARRIAGE” IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

“The Reformed Presbyterian Church 
of Ireland (RPCI) deeply mourns the 
passing into law of the amendments 
to the NI Executive Formation Bill, 
legalising abortion and “same-sex 
marriage” in Northern Ireland. 

We were encouraged by the strong, 

passionate pleas in the Assembly 
chamber on Monday to respect the 
lives of the unborn. Tragically, they 
have fallen on deaf ears. We urge 
the Northern Ireland Secretary of 
State, and all our local politicians, to 
think again, to respect the life of the 
unborn, and to immediately reverse 
this legislation.

We were shocked by the singular 
lack of reference to the redefinition 
of marriage in the Assembly. That the 
definition of marriage has now so 
drastically changed, without any legal 
safeguards for those who disagree 
with it, is deeply troubling – as is the 
near total silence on the subject from 
our elected officials. The implications 
of this for society in the long term 
and for Christians in education and 
other parts of public life have not 
been considered by the governing 
authorities. Those who conscientiously 
object to “same-sex marriage” have no 
protection from prosecution. We urge 
the Secretary of State to address this 
immediately, and to ensure that the 
right to freedom of expression for all 
citizens is safeguarded in law.

Global News

Spain RP Church Plant
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Our church has been fighting against 
the imposition of these laws, and will 
continue to do so. We have heard it 
said many times that to be pro-life 
and to believe in biblical marriage is 
to be on the “wrong side of history”. 
But the Bible tells us that history will 
one day come to an end. The King of 
this nation and all nations will return 
in judgment. On that day, there will be 
no more debates, no more opinions. 
His Word is and will always be the 
only one that matters. 

We continue to preach His glorious 
gospel and pray for His imminent 
return. We urge those who are 
celebrating today to consider where 
they stand before Christ the King.

 “Surely I am coming soon”. Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus! – Revelation 
22:20b”

France
In July a Go Relief Team from the 
RPCI travelled to Nantes to do work 
on the new manse.  Despite the 
summer heat wave, they were able to 
finish the work, and the Lytles have 
moved in to the new manse.   

North America
Dr. David Whitla was inaugurated as 
the new professor of Church History 
at RPTS.

Mr. Dan Dupuis accepted the call to 
be the minister of Hudson-St Lazare 
RP Church in Montreal, Canada, 
and Rev. Steve Rhoda was installed 
as minister of Terre Haute RPC in 
Indiana.

The RPCNA has thirteen 
congregations and mission churches 
without a pastor, but they are 
thankful that there are 49 students 
at some stage in training for the 
ministry.

Japan
The Japan Presbytery hosted a 
summer conference of fellowship 
and learning. The theme of this 
conference was “Inheritance” with a 
focus on living in the power of the 
Holy Spirit amid persecution and the 
temptation to compromise.

Higashisuma RPC also held a 
summer Bible club this year with a 
good attendance including some new 
visitors.

Australia
Geelong RPC held their annual July 
School Holiday Outreach Program.  
At this day in the local school 
they openly shared the Gospel, 
throughout a day of teaching, games, 
reading stories, comforting, creating 
fun, showing love, and serving food.

India
Anugraha Reformed Presbyterian 
Church hosted her first ever 
Vacation Bible School this year. The 
VBS spanned four Saturdays and had 
a total attendance of 32 children 
from varying backgrounds.

Abortion Protest

Go Relief Nantes

Professor David Whitla

Anugraha Vacation Bible School

Geelong Holiday Club

Higashisuma Summer Bible Club

Japan Conference
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How Can                     
I Benefit from 

Older Christians 
in the Church?

TEENS

Rev. Peter Loughridge
North Edinburgh RPCS

Psalm 92 says – The righteous flourish 
like the palm tree and grow like a 
cedar in Lebanon. They are planted in 
the house of the LORD; they flourish 
in the courts of our God. They still 
bear fruit in old age; they are ever full 
of sap and green, to declare that the 
LORD is upright; he is my rock, and 
there is no unrighteousness in him 
(v12-15).

They still bear fruit in old age! In all 
of our congregations there are older 
Christians still bearing fruit for Jesus 
Christ, their Lord and King. We can 
all be greatly blessed by the presence 
and example of these experienced 
fellow travellers on the Christian 
journey. How can we benefit from 
them? Here are three simple ways: 

TALK TO THEM – It seems obvious, 
but you might have to make an 
effort to do this! Church life can 
sometimes be split into different 
groupings (sometimes deliberately, 
sometimes unintentionally). There 
can be men’s events, women’s events, 
young people’s activities. Even when 
it isn’t arranged that way, some 
activities in the congregation will 
have a high number of young families, 
for example, and others will have 
more senior citizens. Go looking for 
the older folks in your church! Many 
of the most faithful prayer warriors 
in congregations are older people – 
they will certainly pray for you. As a 
young person, it’s a blessing to have 

other young people in your church 
but don’t only spend time with them! 

LISTEN TO THEM – Older people 
will often want to hear about you. 
They will ask about education, 
hobbies, family life and so on. That’s 
very kind and they will enjoy hearing 
from you, so don’t be shy about 
sharing with them. But make sure that 
as well as telling them about you, you 
also hear about them! They might be 
lonely; there might be specific ways 
you could encourage them or help 
them or pray for them.

PRAY WITH THEM – It’s a blessing 
when, in family worship or in the 
life of the church, we hear older 
Christians pray. Often they have 
walked with God for many years. 
Often God’s Word fills their heart 
and their minds and their words. 
Often they will have been through 
hard and painful experiences that 
we might not yet have faced, but 
still seen God’s faithfulness in it all. It 
does us good to hear them talk with 
their God.

Sometimes at Christian events the 
person introducing the meeting will 
say “It’s great to see so many young 
people here”. I have a friend and 
fellow-minister who often threatens 
to stand up and say “It’s great to see 
so many old people here”! Older 
Christians are a huge blessing in our 
families and in our churches. Our 

congregations would be far worse 
off without them. Younger people – 
don’t believe the lie of our culture 
that youth is always best. Go out of 
your way to benefit from the older 
Christians in your church. 

Proverbs tells us – The glory of 
young men is their strength, but the 
splendour of old men is their grey 
hair (20:29) and also – Grey hair 
is a crown of glory; it is gained in a 
righteous life (16:31).

The righteous will flour-
ish like a palm tree, they 
will grow like a cedar of 
Lebanon; 13 planted in 
the house of the Lord, 
they will flourish in the 
courts of our God. 14 

They will still bear fruit 
in old age, they will stay 
fresh and green, 15 pro-
claiming, “The Lord is 
upright; he is my Rock, 

and there is no wickedness 
in him.”

Psalm 92:12-15 

Page 20



PLANTING

We are on holiday just now 
on the Isle of Lewis, and it’s 
been lovely and sunny every 
day. My two older children 
have been doing lots of playing 
outside - on their scooters, 
playing hide and seek, going 
for walks, playing at the park. 
One of the more grown up 
things they did was help their 
granddad collect some of the 
fruit and vegetables he has 
been growing so we could 
eat them.

They put on their wellies and 
jackets and special gardening 
gloves, and went out with 
their granddad to the garden 
and greenhouse. With a 
bit of digging and cutting, 
they took in some apples, 
potatoes, pears and even 
some strawberries. They then 
washed them, and we ate 
them for our tea! 

We have never grown fruit 
or vegetables at home, but 
we have tried to grow some 
flowers but I’m afraid I didn’t 

really know what I was doing 
and they didn’t last very long! 

Growing anything outside 
takes a lot of care and work. 
First you have to prepare the 
ground in the right way for 
the thing you want to plant- 
some plants need wetter soil 
than others, some need to be 
more in the shade and others 
need more sun. Then you 
have to think about how far 
under the ground you need to 
plant - you need to dig right 
down for some, and then 
others you can just lay on 
top of the ground. And then 
there’s some that need lots of 
care and attention while they 
grow, while others are pretty 
hardy and they can grow 
despite tough conditions. 

Jesus told his disciples a 
parable where God’s Word 
is compared to a seed that is 
planted in different kinds of 
soil. When it fell on the good 
soil, it was then protected 
from any dangers nearby and 

it grew to be a good strong 
plant. Because this story is a 
parable, we know that it is 
meant to teach us something 
about God. In this case, seed 
growing in the good ground 
shows us that if we are 
trusting in Christ, God has 
prepared our hearts and our 
situations just right for us 
to grow to be good, strong 
Christians. Isn’t that amazing?  

Maybe if you get a chance to 
do some planting, you can 
think about how amazing it 
is that God is planting His 
Word inside you, and take 
special care to let it grow in 
your heart. 

“...But others fell on good 
ground, sprang up, and yielded 
a crop a hundredfold.” When 
He had said these things 
He cried, “He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear!”  
Luke 8:8 

Margaret Murray
Glasgow RPCS

Children’s 

Story
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Children’s 

QUIZ
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Bible Difficulties
Gleason L Archer 
This book is really helpful getting you through any tough question you might have 
while studying God’s Word. It can also be helpful when addressing objections 
from non-Christians. It addresses many questions, some theological and others 
more to do with factual details and history; questions like “How could God 
condemn human sacrifice in Leviticus 18 and 20 and yet command it in Genesis 
22, or at least accept it in Judges 11?” or “Is Ephesians 4:8 a misquotation from 
Psalm 68:18?” This book gives quick and reliable answers to many of the problems 
you may run into while studying your Bible. 

David Matthess 

The Mortification of Sin 
John Owen 
Every Christian should read this book. When we consider how great an enemy 
sin is and how much we wrestle against it, often failing, we need Biblical counsel 
to direct our steps. Owen shows that mortification (killing) of sin is a daily 
work of faith, only possible by the Holy Spirit. Whilst sin is deceitful, Owen gives 
concrete steps to defeat it. Owen can be difficult for 21st Century believers to 
read, but there are various abridged versions available. 

Rev Stephen McCollum 

The Enemy Within: Straight Talk about the Power and Defeat of Sin
Kris Lundgaard 
Should John Own prove to be too difficult to read, check out this book as an 
introduction to the thought of Owen on sin. Lundgaard clearly states in the 
preface that his book is unoriginal but dependent on Owen’s works, saying, “I’ve 
kidnapped Owen. By force I took him as my co-author, and together we have 
written a new book. He brought to the table his precious exposition, outlines, 
arguments, and illustrations, and I…tried to bring his profound understanding of 
the Bible into our world.” The Enemy Within contains short readable chapters, 
with helpful headings and questions for reflection and discussion. 

Rev Stephen McCollum 
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Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth,  
and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me

- (John 14:6)

“


